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iRECOMMEND

Fing by David Walliams 
A hilarious story about a girl who
has everything, but still wants
more, more, MORE!  (Ages 7 +) 

The Story of Ferdinand by 
Munro Leaf
Meet Ferdinand, a bull, who would
rather stop and smell the roses than
fight in bull fights. (3 years and
above) 

1Geo Challenge: Geo Challenge
is a fun and challenging geogra-
phy quiz game with beautiful

graphics and animation to test your
geography knowledge of the world.
It has 4 quizzes dailly. 

1CHARLIE CHAPLIN’S 131ST BIRTH
ANNIVERSARY: Did you know that

once Chaplin went to a Charlie Chaplin look-
alike competition and came in third. More
trivia collated by our student on Page 2

2ONLINE COURSES FOR FREE: Harvard University
is offering 67 courses for FREE during this

pandemic. There is a beginners guide on web
programming and coding too. HOW TO ACCESS: Visit
online-learning.harvard.edu/catalog 

3QUOTE OF THE DAY: You’re braver than
you believe, and stronger than you

seem, and smarter than you think - A A
MILNE, author/poet. Send us your favourite
quote and we feature it

The Secret Garden by Frances
Hodgson Burnett.
Mary is sent to live with her uncle.
She hears about a garden and wants
to know more. (Ages 9-12)

The Book of Dust by Philip Pullman 
Follows the journey of Lyra
Belacqua and her fight against a
theocratic organisation known as
the Magisterium. (Ages 13 years
and older). 

BOOKS
TO READ

APPS TO HELP 
YOUR 

GEOGRAPHY

APP-TITUDE

2MAPS OF OUR WORLD:
‘Maps of our world’ is not
only an entertaining educa-

tional game but also a valuable ref-
erence tool for people of all ages
looking to expand their Geography
knowledge. 

3 PLANET GEO: Planet Geo -
geography App is a game and
information app that tests

students knowledge of many coun-
tries, dozens of cities, and
UNESCO's World Heritage Sites.

BY NITYA SHUKLA K epuh village in Indonesia
has been haunted by
ghosts recently - mysteri-

ous white figures jumping out at
unsuspecting passersby, then glid-
ing off under a full-moon sky. The
village on Java island has deployed
a cast of "ghosts" to patrol the
streets, hoping that age-old super-
stition will keep people indoors and
safely away from the coronavirus.
"We wanted to be differ-

ent and create a
deterrent effect
because 'pocong'
are spooky and
scary," said Anjar
Pancaningtyas,
head of a village
youth group, that
coordinated with
the police on the
unconventional ini-
tiative to promote social distancing
as the coronavirus spreads. Known
as "pocong", the ghostly figures
are typically wrapped in white
shrouds with powdered faces and
kohl-rimmed eyes. In Indonesian
folklore, they represent the trapped
souls of the dead. But when they
first started appearing this month
they had the opposite effect.

Instead of keeping people in

they bought them out to catch a
glimpse of the apparitions.
The organisers have since changed
tack, launching surprise pocong
patrols, with village volunteers
playing the part of the ghosts.
President Joko Widodo has resisted
a national lockdown to curb the
coronavirus, instead urging people
to practise social distancing and
good hygiene. But with the highest

rate of coronavirus deaths in Asia
after China, some communities,
such as Kepuh village, have decided
to take measures into their own
hands, imposing the ghostly patrols,
lockdowns and restricting move-
ment in and out of their
village."Residents still lack aware-
ness about how to curb the spread
of COVID-19 disease," said village
head Priyadi. 

A village on Java island has deployed "ghosts" patrols, hoping that
they will keep people indoors and safely away from coronavirus

“GHOSTS” PATROL

A
major answer to the question
of when — and how — peo-
ple can return to public
places like work and school

could depend on something called an
antibody test, a blood test that deter-
mines whether someone has ever been
infected with the coronavirus.

People who are believed to be im-
mune may be able to safely return to
school. It would be especially impor-
tant to know which healthcare work-
ers are protected from getting infect-
ed and could continue to care for sick
people.

ANTIBODY TEST
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention recently announced that it
would begin using antibody tests to
see what proportion of the pop-
ulation has already been in-
fected. 

What’s a serology test?
A serology test looks for
signs of an immune re-
sponse — in this case, to
the new coronavirus. When
your body encounters a
virus, it takes some time

for it to recognise the invader and be-
gin to scale up an immune response. 

What can it 
tell us? 
The tests are more ef-
fective at detecting
the presence of anti-
body responses
across large num-
bers of people, not
just to deter-
mine who is
immune but
how widely the
virus has
spread in the
population.

ANTIBODIES TEST MAY BE THE ANSWER
When will life be normal?

Known as "pocong", the ghostly figures are
typically wrapped in white shrouds 

Knowing the scope of the
pandemic would

help govern-
ments to

decide when to
end social iso-

lation measures 

WHAT CRICKETERS ARE DOING A time for family
Batsmen Shikhar Dhawan and
Cheteshwar Pujara, and fast
bowler Mohammed Shami were
just happy to be able to spend
more time with their families. The
BCCI’s official Twitter handle post-
ed pictures of these stars at
home. Shami is “having the most
amazing time” with his dog Jack,

while Dhawan posted
a skit of him
doing
chores.

D o you love going on holidays with
your family? Missing the
adventure of explor-

ing new places with your
cousins? Until life gets back to
normal, satiate your love for
travel by trying these fun
things:

1 Reminisce about your
memorable trips by
going through old

photo albums or looking at
pictures of your favourite places.

2 Share about your adventures
through words and pictures.
Write about some of your life-

changing travel experiences, meaningful

interactions with locals, wildlife experi-
ences and more.

3 Now is the time to
invest in travel books
or exchange travel

magazines with a friend.
Reading about different

places, people and culture
would mentally transport
you to a new place.

4 Watch wildlife and
travel documen-
taries to see places

of interest. It will increase your knowledge.

5 Have too many travel souvenirs? Use
them creatively in your study room
or living room.

for feeding your wanderlust

Home is for hobbies
Meanwhile, all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja
has been reminiscing about his love for
horses, posting a video of himself riding
a white stallion. He was also seen
sprinting shirtless on a treadmill.
Paceman Jasprit Bumrah said he’s
using “this time to reflect on the
aspects of my life...”

DURING LOCKDOWN
F rom Virat Kohli having his

hair cut by his wife, to
Ravindra Jadeja

remembering his love for
horses, India’s crick-
eters are making the
most of their
enforced break. At a
time when the Indian
Premier League (IPL)
would normally be in full
swing, Indian captain Virat
Kohli has sent out a number
of video messages telling

people to stay indoors. But the one
tweet that got him the most media

coverage and likes was one post-
ed by his actress wife

Anushka Sharma, of her
cutting her husband’s hair.
At the same time, Kohli
also chatted with former

England batsman Kevin
Pietersen about “what is

happening the world over
at the moment.” He put up
those video chats for
all to watch.

Would
you like to read

about our cricketers
at-home fitness

strategy? 
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World’s highest mountain - Mount
Everest - is shut due to the ongoing
coroanvirus pandemic. No mountaineer was
allowed to climb the iconic peak this spring.
The ban has been announced by the China Tibet
Mountaineering Association (CTMA), the governing body
that permits for the same as well as for all
travel across the Tibetan plateau.

Despite being 
so old, Everest
grows by about 
a quarter of an

inch (0.25") 
every year

Everest height is

29,035 feet;

Age: 60 million
years

FACT

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2020

ONE WORLD, ONE HOPE
99-year-old WWII
vet beats coronavirus in Brazil

➤ A 99-year-old World War II veteran in
Brazil was released from hospital with
military honours Tuesday after recover-
ing from COVID-19.

➤ Second Lieutenant Ermando Piveta,
who served in the Brazilian artillery in
Africa during World War II, was brought
out of the Armed Forces Hospital in
Brasilia to a burst of trumpet music and

applause.

➤ ”He won another battle, this time
against the new coronavirus. He was
released from hospital the same day Brazil
is commemorating the 75th anniversary of
its troops' successful campaign in the
Battle of Montese in Italy during World War
II,” the army said in a statement.

➤ Piveta served in the army’s fourth
artillery regiment, which trained in Dakar
in 1942, soon after Brazil entered the war
on the side of the Allies, the army said. 

Wearing an army-green side cap, he
raised his arms in the air as he left the
hospital after eight days as a patient.

What makes Saturn's atmosphere hot?

T he outer layer of Saturn,
Jupiter, Neptune and Uranus,
are hot just like the Earth’s

likely due to electric current at the
planets’ poles, according to a study,
which is the most complete mapping
yet of both temperature and density of
a gas giant’s upper atmosphere.

According to the study, pub-
lished in the journal ‘Nature
Astronomy’, these electric
currents, triggered by
interactions
between solar
winds and
charged particles

from Saturn’s moons, spark the auro-
ras and heat the upper atmosphere. It
said the phenomenon is similar to the

Earth’s northern lights, or
auroras, indicating that
the process can shed
light on what’s going on in

the atmosphere of other
planets.

The study revealed that
the phenomenon is similar

to the Earth’s northern lights, or
auroras

SATURN ATMOSPHERE With an idea
to develop a
Video

Conferencing Solution in
India which is at par
with the global prod-
ucts, the government
has announced an
Innovation Challenge
under the Digital India
Initiative. Initiated by
the Ministry of
Electronics and IT, the Innovation
Challenge is open for participation
from industry, startups and 
individual experts. With the 
country under a lockdown, both

government and corporates 
have been relying on organisa-
tions video conferencing tools
mostly by foreign companies to
run their business. 

The idea is to build a made-in-
India tool which is as good as for-
eign apps and has the highest
standards of data security and
privacy built in. 

INNOVATION CHALLENGE
Hi

Do you have an 
idea as to how 
India can improvise 
on the 
already available 
tools? Share at 
timesnie175@
gmail.com 

SAFE 
STREETS TO KEEP INDONESIANS
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FUN-ZONE

Created by HarperCollins
Children’s Books India

KAVYA RAJPOOT, class III, Bhai Parmanad Vidya
Mandir School, Delhi

HARSHITA WALIA, class
VIII, AKSIPS School, Sector
65, Mohali

KANAK GUPTA, class VI A, 
Kalpa School, Hyderabad

ARCHISMAN GHOSH, Class XII, MP Birla
Foundation HS School, Kolkata

SHRUTI JAISWAL, Class VII  ,
Jewish Girls' School, Kolkata

A s we know, during the worst time
only we learn the best lessons in
life. Similarly, we can learn lessons

in this lockdown as well. During the first few
days of lockdown, my family followed a rou-
tine; we woke up at 7 am and did meditation.
We have divided works for everyone. We also
often sit and watch TV. Watching the news
and discussing the problems. In the evening,
we play badminton at the terrace of my
house for an hour or so. Then we make our-
selves comfortable at the bed and watch
‘Ramayan’ on Doordarshan.
I sometimes think that lockdown has brought
families closer, and also taught lessons like
helping our parents, our grandparents, doing
household chores like washing utensils or
helping our mother in kitchen and spend some
quality time with family. 
Anshuman Negi, Class VII- E, Army Public School,

Clement Town, Dehradun

D uring the country-wide lock-
down, I spent my time read-
ing my favourite books,

watching ‘Friends’, attending Online
Classes conducted by my school,
completing homework, having long
conversations with two of my
favourite seniors, playing Scrabble
with my mother, attempting to cook

basic Indian dishes (and succeeding),
continuing my Graphic designing
course on Udemy and most impor-
tantly, writing articles and stories. To
be honest, this period proved to be
an excellent time to do things one
loves to do (and to discover more), for
staying at home was the only option
and as Indians, we always find ways to
cope with the situation. I did too. 

Hina Naela, Xi, G D Goenka Public School,

Lucknow 

S.F. AND COMIC KIDS WUZZLES

FAMILY CIRCUS

THEY SAID IT

TEACH TALK

SOME WORK
AND ALL
‘PLAY’--2
Answer each

of these
questions on

Shakespeare’s
‘The Merchant
of Venice’—Act
II, by choosing
correctly from

the four
options.

1 Whom does Shylock refer to as
‘that fool of Hagar’s offspring’?

A. Bassanio 
B. Gratiano 
C. Launcelot D. Antonio

2Which of these words does
Lorenzo not use to describe

Jessica?
A. fair B. kind C. wise D. true

3To which country did a prince,
slain by the scimitar of one of

Portia’s suitors, belong?
A. Persia B. Greece C. Egypt 
D. Babylon

4Who tells Salarino about a ship-
wreck in the English Channel?

A. Englishman 
B. German C. Italian D. Frenchman

5Which is the only casket that
bears an inscription with the

word ‘much’?
A. gold B. silver C. lead 
D. another casket

1) C. Launcelot 2) B. kind 3) A. Persia 4) D. Frenchman 5) B. silverAnswers

The years teach much
which the days never
know.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

The most beautiful thing we
can experience is the mysteri-
ous. It is the source of all
true art and science.
Albert Einstein

IDENTIFY

THE PERSONALITY
He was an Indian painter; he
was regarded as India’s most
prolific, controversial, and
world-renowned artist.

Answer: Maqbool Fida Husain 

Fruitfully Spending
the Lockdown

H ere are some lesser known
fun  facts about the leg-
endary comedian and one of

the pioneers of the television industry
on his 131st Birth anniversary. 

 Charlie Chaplin openly pleaded
against fascism, war, capitalism, and
WMDs in his movies. He was slandered
by the FBI & banned from the USA in
‘52. 
 In 1978, Charlie Chaplin’s body was
stolen and held for ransom. His widow
refused to pay ransom demands of
£400,000 because “Charlie would have
thought it ridiculous.” The body was

found 11 weeks later. 
 When Einstein met Charlie Chaplin,
Chaplin remarked, “The people applaud
me because everybody understands me,
and they applaud you because no one
understands you.” 
 Charlie Chaplin was so popular in 1917
that nine out of ten men attending cos-
tume balls that year went as Chaplin. 
Compiled by ABHINAV JHA , Class XII

SUNRISE(ENG MED.)SCHOOL, KOLKATA

CHARLIE CHAPLIN’S
131ST BIRTH ANNIV

Suryakumari Dennison, Teacher, Aavishkar

Academy, Bengaluru
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1 IN THE ISSUE TODAY: We have started

a new section called ‘One World, One
Hope’... read and show us some love. WHAT
YOU COULD DO: Share with us your positive
COVID-19 stories 

2HAVE YOU LOGGED IN TO
WWW.TOISTUDENT.COM: If no, please do now.

There is lots in store to keep you informed and
engaged through the lockdown. LOOK FORWARD TO:
The edition is now available there too! 

3QUOTE OF THE DAY: In every day there
are 1,440 minutes. That means, we have

1,440 daily opportunities to make a positive
impact - Les Brown , author. Think of
another quote that made your day.

IN NEWS 

TRENDING
Hair salons and barber shops have
been closed for weeks and now, peo-
ple are taking things into their own
hands. The result is called a coronacut.
Twitter is full of pictures who attempt-
ed to give themselves or others a hair-
cut. The results are less than perfect.
Stephanie Batemon, a hair specialist,
said the best thing to do is wait for a
professional to cut your hair when the
stay at home mandate is lifted and
non-essential businesses reopen. In
the meantime, she recommends
experimenting with different styles or
using a different product at home. 

The Coronacut

School summer break
likely to be moved up
to curb days lost
1. The Centre is likely to ask school
education departments and higher
education institutions to reschedule
the academic calendar by advanc-
ing the summer break in order to
minimise loss of academic days.

2. A panel under the UGC is also
likely to submit its recommendation
to the ministry of human resource
development (MHRD) suggesting
the start of online classes for high-
er education institutions (HEIs) dur-
ing the lockdown.
3. During the lockdown, the institu-
tions will be asked to conduct class-
es online and leave the practical
part for the post-lockdown period. 
RReeaadd  tthhee  eennttiirree  ssttoorryy  oonn  
wwwwww..ttooiissttuuddeenntt..ccoomm

Adversity ETIQUETTE
in the time of 
C   RONA

Pallavi.shankar@timesgroup.com 

T
he fear, the insecurity,
the lockdown, the
chaos. Tempers run
high, confusion reigns
supreme and good

manners go for a toss when a
calamity strikes. Can we manage
to stay sane in such circum-
stances? Let’s take a look at how
we can retain our kindness,
calmness and empathy in these
tough times.

No bullying please
There have been instances of

people from China, Malaysia,
Thailand and even some north-
east Indians being bullied across
India, by being addressed to as
‘Corona’ and blamed for spread-
ing the virus. Resha Singh, a col-
lege student staying in a Noida
society complained how her
friend from northeast was called
'Chinese Virus' by some people
in her building. “Remember, em-
pathy is something we seek for
ourselves, and if we want that for
us, we better extend it to our fel-
low human beings too, more so
when everyone is feeling affect-
ed by pandemic stress," says psy-

chiatrist Dr Sanjay Chugh. 

Stop the stigma! 
Conspiracy theories abound on
social networking sites. These the-
ories about China or any other
country or community using the
virus for bio war, etc., is not ver-
ified - these tales are modern ur-
ban legends. The Chinese gov-
ernment recently gave a state-
ment saying usage of terms like
‘Chinese virus’ or  ‘Wuhan virus’
is wrong. So let’s not humiliate
any nationality or community
based on hearsay.

Don't make sarcastic
memes of Covid
patients
Memes are funny alright but don’t
make or  endorse insensitive ones.
Be it a celebrity undergoing treat-
ment for Covid-19 or your school-
mate's family member, give them
your best wishes. “Don't shun
them, support them,” says Chugh.
If possible, send food to families
under home quarantine in your
locality. 

Don't panic, stay 
calm and kind
“If you panic and in the process
malign others, your immunity
levels are also impacted nega-
tively,” explains Chugh. When you
feel anxious, it's best to be kind
to yourself as well as to those
around you - from a distance, of
course. “Call a friend, browse
through old pics or eat something
nice to feel better and share mo-
ments of happiness and sadness
through a video call, pictures,”
Chugh adds. A study from the
University of Utah has shown
that the giver and recipient of
kindness improve their stress
levels by doing so. Go for it!

ONE WORLD, ONE HOPE

Amid the coron-
avirus outbreak,
as millions of

people are confined to
their homes, various
news reports have talked
about the symbol of the
rainbow appearing in
windows in areas across
Europe and the US. The
trend, which is believed
to have started in Italy,
has caught up with resi-
dents in America and Eu-
rope too. It involves
drawing a rainbow on
a piece of paper since
it is believed to be a symbol of hope, and taping it
to the window to feel a sense of community with
the rest of the world.

The BBC reported that by putting up handmade
motifs of rainbows on their windows, chil-

dren will be able to see them during their
evening walks in the countries where
exercising is allowed. This way, chil-
dren can enjoy “a sense of communi-
ty” during this time when they cannot

meet their friends or go to the play-
ground. Online groups by the name of

“Chasing the rainbow” have also surfaced re-
cently across social media websites such as Facebook,
where people can share photographs in a bid to lift the
spirits of people during this time of disease outbreak.

In a rainbow,
colours of hope
painted by kids

Let's spread hope
and cheer. Have
you done some-
thing lately that
would be akin to
chasing the rain-
bow? Can you think
of ways we could
start a trend? Tell
us at times-
nie175@gmail.com 

STIRRING SPEECH  
Suryakumari Dennison,
Teacher,
Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

Seattle, in the USA, is named after a 19th-cen-
tury, Native American chief. Answer each of
these questions on ‘Chief Seattle’s Speech’

(from ‘Treasure Trove’) by choosing correctly from
the four options.

1Whom does Chief Seattle refer to as ‘the Big
Chief at Washington’? 

A. King B. President C. Prime Minister D. Rival Chief

2 Which phrase in Chief Seattle’s speech means
sacred site?

A. ‘pathless woods’ B. ‘silent shore’ C. ‘sequestered
vales’ D. ‘hallowed land’

3 If mountains are ‘magnificent’, how does
Chief Seattle describe valleys?

A. vast B. vibrant C. verdant D. vacant 

4 Chief Seattle talks of ‘the visions of our
sachems’. What are sachems?

A. chiefs B. spirits C. deities D. ancestors 

5 Which tribe is an ancient en-
emy of Chief Seattle’s people?
A. Hopi B. Haida C. Huron 

D. Hidatsa 

TEACH TALK 

1) B. President 2) D. hal-
lowed land 3) C. verdant
4) A. chiefs 5) B. Haida

ANSWERS:

NEW CHALLENGE

CAKE IN 
A CUP

This week, we
have a new
challenge! Heard
about the four
STEP recipe? We
show you how to
bake a cake, and
we wait for your
recipes...

1Mix 3 table spoons
(tbps) of flour

(maida) and 2 tbps of
cocoa powder with a
pinch of baking soda
in a cup.

2Add 4 tbps of milk
and mix it well till

there are no lumps.

3Add 1 tbps of chopped
chocolate and few drops of

vanilla essence to the mix.

4Microwave the mix for two
minutes. Voila, delicious

Cake In a Cup is ready.

THE 4 STEP CHALLENGE:
➤ What are you cooking in the
kitchen these days? ➤ Share

your yummy recipes with us
IN ONLY 4 STEPS... ➤ Our email
id is timesnie175@gmail.com
➤ Or log in to
www.toistudent.com and post
your recipes there! You can learn
from our expert tips too! 
HHuurrrryy!!  GGeett  ccooookkiinn......  

—ritika.kumar@timesgroup.com 

Letters to the editor 
T he article on  ‘Pollution in Ganga has dropped

due to  Covid-19 lockdown’ dated April 10
prompted me to write this. It  caught my at-

tention as it resonated with things I had discussed
with my mother, the previous day. There was a sud-
den downpour in the evening and the sky was very
clear after. The view was so serene.
We could hear the chirping of nest-
ing birds, see eagles in the sky... these
were exceptional. I was witnessing a
pollution-free space around home and
it was awesome. I believe after the
Covid-19 outbreak humans under-
stand the importance of co-existence.
We have encroached on the  living
space of other species. Let us all pre-
serve nature.
Devagana Vinod, class X, Carmel School,
Thiruvananthapuram

L ife is all about learning new things that make us a better person. We
are very used to hiring staff to do the dishes, cooking, cleaning, etc in
our houses. However, this is making us complacent and lazy. Some peo-

ple also think cooking their own food and sweeping their house is below their
dignity! This time of lockdown has taught us that it is extremely necessary

for us to be self sufficient. We must be able to cook, clean,
wash clothes and do all the other  basic stuff that we need
to do no matter what. I have mastered all this by actual-
ly doing all this stuff myself. All of you out there, imag-
ine yourself in a similar situation in the future, but with-
out your parents around to help you. Will you be able to
sustain yourself ? If the answer in no, then you must get
to work. This is the best time to learn household chores
and to enjoy doing so without feeling grumpy and de-
pressed?

And for all those who think their house is small, try
mopping it once a day. It will seem like a mansion!
ILLINA SRIVASTAV, class X, 
Harvest International School, Bengaluru

NEW
SECTION

JEE main and advanced, NEET
UG 2020 and UGCNET, among
others, which have been
postponed, will be further
delayed and likely to push the
undergraduate and postgrad-
uate admission schedule
beyond July-August 2020

ENTRANCE EXAM FIX

Do you have a favourite book?
Take a selfie with it and share
at timesnie175@gmail.com

Literature aficianados will
love reading ‘50 Greatest

Short Stories’. These clas-
sic  stories are

crisp, and per-
fect for those

who want to
improve their
English language

skills during this break. As the
stories are short, they’ll also give

readers a sense of achievement as
they are quick to read.
— SUDHIKSHA I, going into class XI,

DPS South, Bengaluru  

In Agatha Christie's ‘Hickory
Dickory Dock’, detective

Hercule Poirot returns for
yet another 'wonderful
and unique problem'.

And so, what begins
as a queer case of
kleptomania at a
students' hostel
transforms into an
interesting chain of
events Expect interesting charac-
ters and unexpected twists.
— NINA TRESA ALEX, class XII, Toc H

Public School, Vyttila, Ernakulam

Sometimes, all we
need is an escape
from the demons
of our world and
the skeletons in
our closets. I think
the reason why I

absolutely loved ‘Clockwork Angel’
was that it did not give me the
false comfort of normality, it

taught me that life is anything but
easy and the strong, fight back to
bring peace in their lives.
— HINA NAELA, XI, G D Goenka public

school

Khaled Hosseini’s ‘The Kite Runner’
is a must-read as it
speaks the harrowing
truth, showcases person-

al and political evil.
— RAKSHIT DUBEY,

Class IX, Zebar School

for Children,

Ahmedabad

Reading ‘The
Power of Your
Subconscious Mind’
by Joseph Murphy
has helped me to
escape boredom,
change the way I
look at my environment, renewed
my self-belief and develop a posi-
tive mindset. Everyone should read
it to discover their inner
confidence and skill. I learnt
a lot from this book and am
sure you will too.
— SOUMYA RAI, Class X, Techno

India Group Public School,

Konnagar, West

Bengal

I found an unex-
pected joy in
reading ‘Pride
and Prejudice’.
Read it to dis-
cover  Mr.
Darcy's wit and
intelligence and Elizabeth's
strength of character
— V. V RAM, class VIII,  Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavans Public School,
Hyderabad

Reading Robin Sharma’s ‘Who Will Cry When You Die’
has helped me create a bucket list of things I
will do after this pandemic ends besides being
calm in the face of crisis. — MANAVI KAPOOR,

class XII, PML SD Public School, Sec 32, Chandigarh
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Guess What it Says?

KNOWLEDGE BANK

TAAFFEITE
Taaffeite is a unique mineral, named
after its discoverer, Richard Taaffe
(1898–1967). Taaffe found the first sam-
ple — a cut and polished gem — in
October 1945 – in a jeweller’s shop in
Dublin, Ireland. Taaffeite is the only
gemstone to have been initially 
identified from a faceted stone. It
remains one of the rarest gemstones. 
— Srinjoy Talukdar, class VII, Calcutta

Boys’ School
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FUN WITH RIDDLES
 Two trucks were travelling on a
highway. The second truck driver was
continuously blowing the horn. After 10 minutes the
first truck driver got down and asked with a lot of
irritation, ‘why are you continuously blowing the
horn?’ The second truck driver replied, ‘Because of the
writing behind the truck, HORN PLEASE.’

THEY SAID IT
“If patience is worth anything,
it must endure to the end of

time. And a living faith will last in the
midst of the blackest storm.”
Mahatma Gandhi

Faith is a living, daring confidence in
God's grace, so sure and certain that
a man could stake his life on it a
thousand times.
Martin Luther King Jr

Created by HarperCollins
Children’s Books India

DRUSHYA MALPANI, class VII, 
Vikhe Patil Memorial School, S.B. Road, Pune

ARNAV NAIK, class V, Christ Church School, Mumbai

PIYUSH GUPTA, 
Class - VII, St. Augustine
Day's School, Kolkata

DIVISHI, class II, AKSIPS School, 
Sector 65, Mohali

MAYUK PAUL, CLASS IV, Happy English
School, Delhi

MANYA SRIVASTAVA, class VI,
Kalpa School, Hyderabad

ANSWERS: 1.one thing after another 2.broken heart or heart broken 3.but on second
thought 4.last but not least 5.one in a million 6.fooling around 7.history repeats itself
8.musically inclined 9.the beginning of the end 10.scatter brain 11.line up in single file 12.
pacing back and forth 13.a backwards glance 14.a thin line between love and hate 15.all
things great and small

CURRICULUM EXERCISES
Q1. What’s a web browser? 
Q2. Fill in the blanks:
A. http://www.yahoo.com – is an 
example of ____.
B. The "desktop" of a computer 
refers to:____.

Q3. Identify the bird in the
following picture:

Answer:(1) It’s a software program that allows you to

access sites on the World Wide Web. (2) A) A URL 

B) The visible screen (3) Bald Eagle

Q.1) For
which novel
did Salman
Rushdie win
the 1981
Booker Prize?
A. East, West 
B. Midnight’s

Children  
C. The Moor’s Last Sigh 
D. The Satanic Verses

Q.2) Which crime writer created
the character Detective Inspector
Jack Frost?
A. RD Wakefield
B. RD Waterfield   
C. RD Wingfield 
D. RD Woodfield

Q.3) In 1955, poet Philip Larkin
became a librarian at which univer-
sity? 
A. Cambridge 
B. Hull C. Leicester
D. Oxford

Q.4) Which author wrote these nov-
els: ‘Quite Ugly One Morning’ and
‘Be My Enemy’? 
A. Christopher Brookmyre 
B. Iain Banks 
C. Ian Rankin 
D. Irvine Welsh

Quiz time ANSWER

1.B) Midnight’s
Children, 

2. C) RD
Wingfield, 

3.B) Hull, 

4. A) Christopher
Brookmyre

Corona virus! We are so shocked
Because of which, we are all locked
There are no vehicles on the road
And planes on board
So no one will travel abroad...
Corona virus pandemic is a real sigh!
But our policemen and doctors
Are keeping our heads high!
Prayers go up,
Blessings come down!
I pray to the God
That He closes the Lockdown!

DIGVIJAY PATIL, class V, Vikhe Patil
Memorial School, Pune

GURKEERAT KAUR, VIII, La Martiniere Girls College, Lucknow



WHAT’S NEW? LOTS.

1Special tutorials by educators on our
FB: Don’t know what to do during this

lockdown? Log in to
https://www.facebook.com/TOIStudent/
and let teachers guide you!

2Have you registered at www.toistudent.com? If
not, do so now. There are a lot of interesting

activities and articles that we are sharing online. You
can be a part of our online specials too. PS: Share
your lockdown videos and we will feature THEM

3Look forward to our ‘upskilling tips from
home’: In our upcoming issues, we will tell

you how to access the world’s best online
courses for FREE and make use of those
courses to build your CV. Watch out!
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Don’t

worry about

failures, worry

about the

chances you

miss when you

don’t even try.

So, keep

at it.

JACK CANFIELD

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

WHAT TO DO?

KING OF ONLINE
BOARD GAMES

LUDO KING: Available on Google
Playstore, this app is compatible with
Android 4.1, iOS 9.0. With its local and
online multiplayer feature, you can
play it on your phone. 

CHESS KING: The app is available
on Google Playstore. The game can
either be played offline or online.
For best performance, it requires
Android 4.2 version. 

What’s a

inTHE NEWS 

sanitation tunnel?

Asia’s largest wholesale fruits
and vegetables market,

Azadpur Mandi, in Delhi, became the latest to
install a sanitation tunnel — two to be pre-
cise — at its gates to prevent the spread of
Covid-19. Several other farmers’ markets
across India, as also organisations like Indian
Railways, have already installed these sanita-
tion tunnels. 

A sanitation or a disinfec-
tant tunnel is a passage-

way – usually 4 metres in length, with varying
width, ranging from 2.5 metres to 12 metres
and height from 1.8 metres to 5 metres. As
people walk through, a fine mist of 1% sodium
hypochlorite solution — the same chemical
that’s used to disinfect swimming pools and for
drinking and waste water purification — is
sprayed on them. The recommended dilution is
1 part per million.

WHAT IS IT:

WHERE:

The tunnels,

which can

cost anywhere between `10,000 to `25 lakh
— depending on their size — come equipped

with nozzles that spray the solution as a mist.

This is done so as to not wet the clothes, on

the person as he/she walks through. A mist

spray guarantees uniform distribution of the

disinfectant while consuming less amount of

the solution unlike a water spray. The solution

is filled in a tank and usu-

ally lasts several hours —

for instance, a 500 litre

tank can last for 15 hours

before it needs to be

topped up. Some come

equipped with motion

sensors, like the ones

installed in China.

HOW DOES IT WORK:

RUPA GANGULY TALUKDAR

Hydration is key
According to one of the
directives by WHO, we
should keep our bodies
hydrated during this
pandemic. Hence water,
various juices, coconut
water, lassi, buttermilk,
lemon shikanji should be con-
sumed at regular intervals. This
can include seasonal fruit juices
such as watermelon, sweet lime,
orange, etc. Consumption of citrus
fruits will also help in boosting the
immunity as they contain a good
amount of Vitamin C.

Protein is needed
Growing children need protein: 0.8

gm to 1 gm per kg ideal
body weight per day. So

your diet can include
fish, chicken, soya
chunks, tofu, paneer,
cottage cheese and
milk. All of this
should be fully
cooked. Half-done

foods such as kebabs
and sushi should be

avoided during this time to keep
infections at bay.

Maintain Routine
Apart from eating right,
you must maintain a regular
routine, which
includes eating
and sleeping at
the right time. Those

who are used to playing some
sport should continue play-
ing on the terrace or com-

pound if possible. Others can
engage in
light exer-
cises for

about 25 to 30
minutes under the
supervision of an

elder in the family.

COVID-19
Eating right during

Avoid: Sugary drinks should be
avoided because of the high calorie
content and use of preservatives.

— MEENAKSHI MAJUMDAR, Chief Dietician, GD Hospital and diabetes Institute

➤ Pair a piece of protein with a

piece of produce, which is a

healthy combination.

➤Think cheese and apple,

yoghurt and berries, nuts and

dried fruit or even hummus

and carrots. 

PROTEIN + PRODUCE MANTRA

IS IT FOOLPROOF
The WHO has said that a sanitation
tunnel cannot be a substitute for

other preventive measures 
against Covid-19, such as washing

hands, wearing masks and maintaining
social distance, but is rather a sup-

plemental measure C
oronavirus is putting an
end to the custom of
handshakes, it seems. No
longer, will management

students be told to — master the
handshake or articles be written
about: ‘What your handshake says
about you’.

According to research, handshake
originated in the 5th century BC in
Ancient Greece as a gesture to demon-
strate peace. Back then, a handshake
was used to show that no weapon was

being held by the person you
were greeting.

What are the alternate ways
of greeting?
 Folding of palms — popularly known

as ‘namaste’ in India.
 New Zealanders rub noses and fore-

heads in their traditional ‘hongi’
greeting.

 Japanese bow to each other.
 Then there are the ‘dap greetings’

such as high fives and fist bumps
that is more global

than specific to
any culture.

➤ The
best place

to lose your
phone is Tokyo!

➤ Because in 2018 –
1,30,000 lost mobile
phones were recovered
by its owners

➤ The capital of Japan is
crowded and the city is
very big, so it’s not sur-
prising that thousands of
personal belongings are
lost in it every day. What
is surprising is that most
of the lost property finds
its way back to owners.

What’s the possible rea-
son for this rate of high
returning of lost items?

➤ A BBC article says:
“Handing in a lost or for-
gotten item is something
that is taught at a young
age.”

Is the era of handshakes over?
Do you have a special 

gesture of greeting in your
school? Write to us:

timesnie175@gmail.com 

R
oads empty, shops
closed, and hospi-
tals constantly on

the run. This has been our
life for the past few days,
due to the lockdown and
self-quarantine. Though all
of us complain about get-

ting constantly bored, I don't think
people realise how much there is to
learn from all this. The biggest dif-

ference the quarantine
has made for me is that it
has made me realise how
much we take for granted.
It sure does sound cliched,
but holds a lot of truth. 

On the first curfew, we
appreciated
our pillars of

support by applaud-
ing them and encourag-

ing them in various ways.  
— SHREYA JORAPUR, class IX, 

K L E Society's School, Rajajinagar,

Bengaluru

T
he very first question
that comes to our
mind when we hear

the word ‘self love’ is — ‘how
is it done’? Is it something we
can get by having a makeover
or wearing a new set of
clothes? Can we get it by
reading something inspira-
tional or motivational? Or, can a new rela-
tionship make us love ourselves more? The
answer to all of these ques-
tions is a big No. Although,
these things make us feel
good about ourselves. It
doesn’t define us. Self-love is
simply a state of our mind – a
state which makes us feel
good without any support.
When we feel happy and good
on our own accord, we have
achieved this kind of love. 
For me,
appreciation
for oneself is key to gaining
this kind of self love.

— BHUMIKA MATHUR

Hope amidst a world crisis

S
o, what are you doing
with your free time these
days? Teenagers of
Kolkata used their lock-

down time by engaging in the
art of online debating from
their respective homes. The ini-
tiative was taken by class X 
students of Calcutta Interna-
tional School. The debate which

saw a good number of partici-
pants will also be available on
YouTube. The session witnessed
some sharp arguments from
both sides. 

Takeaway: You could log in
and listen  to this debate and
start something on similar lines
with your friends. Why don’t you 
discuss a few topics here? 

INNOVATION ALERT LETTERS OF THE DAY!

Doing something with friends that you want us to talk about? 
Send us a mail at timesnie175@gmail.com 

1
This house believes that
censorship is justified.
(out on YouTube).

APPLICATION USED: Zoom Cloud Meetings.

2
This house believes that
religion does more harm
than good.

MOTIONS

WEEKEND EXERCISE
RESPONSE

By R DHARMICK (X Pacific), National Model Senior Secondary School, 

Peelamedu, Coimbatore

SELF-LOVE

For more 
letters and

musings log in
to www.toistu-
dent.com and
register now!

Ivy League Universities

The league includes Yale,
Brown, Cornell, Columbia,

University of Pennsylvania,
Dartmouth, Harvard and
Princeton. All these universi-
ties now offer free online
courses across multiple
course  platforms, right from
computer science, program-
ming, Math, art & de-
sign, etc. 
VISIT HHERE:
https://bit.ly/2JhIfsX

Scholastic

Disruption in
school rou-

tine should never
hinder educa-
tion. Scholastic
has launched virtual learning
plans. The tool offers learning
at home options which are di-
vided into four categories: Pre-
K–K, Grades 1–2, Grades 3–5,
and Grades 6–9+. The open-ac-
cess platform covers Social
Studies, ELA, Social-Emo-
tional Learning, STEM and
Science. Students can have 3
hours of learning access
every day.
VISIT HHERE:
https://bit.ly/3dxfWop 

LEARN FROM THE BEST

HOW TO 

CARROM KING: Available for iOS as
well as Android devices, this  game is
developed by Gametion Technologies
and features online multiplayer 
gaming with a lot of interactivities. 

DRAUGHTS: Developed by Optime
Software LLC, this app is available on
Google Playstore and Apple store.
The checkers game features single-
player as well as multiplayer gaming .  

SCRABBLE GO: This unique board
game is developed by Scopely and
is available on iOS as well as
Android platforms. Besides, this
addictive game features over 100
million downloads on Playstore. 

Assignment: 

WHAT’S ON YOUR
FOOD PLATE? 

What is your idea of a perfect
breakfast, lunch and dinner? 

Send us a ONE DAY meal planner at 
timesnie175@gmail.com. Note: Focus

on variety, amount and nutrition.
Make choices from all five food

groups including fruits, veg-
etables, grains, protein

and dairy

Avoid: Processed and 
packaged foods.

L ast week, we had asked you to iden-
tify a few words that you learnt

over the weekend and also list their 
synonyms. Here is what you shared... 

1 NOVICE: In-experi-
enced person in a job

or situation.

SYNONYMS: Beginner,
learner, newcomer, ama-
teur, pupil, apprentice.

2 EXPERTISE: Expert
skill or knowledge in a 

particular field.

SYNONYMS: Proficiency, ability, experi-
ence, cleverness, skillfulness, masterli-
ness, ingeniousness, dexterity, aptness,
expertness.

3 REPROACH: An expression of dis-
approval or disappointment.

SYNONYMS: Disgrace, blame, chiding,
rebuke, shame, scorn, reprimand, disap-
proval, admonition, contempt.

4TREACHEROUS: 
Involving betrayal.

SYNONYMS: Unreliable,
duplicitous, untrustworthy,
misleading, untrue, unloyal,
traitorous, shifty, recreant,
deceitful.

5SPORADIC: Occurring at irregular
intervals or only in a few places

(scattered or isolated).

SYNONYMS: Random, occasional, irregu-
lar, isolated, seldom, uncommon, scarce.
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Ajinkya
Pundlik, class
IX, SPM English
Medium School,
Pune

Dhruv Rakesh,
class X- D, DAV
Public School,

Pune

Oh, No..! Corona Virus is

here,

And be serious for its

Severe.

It’s Spreading like wild

fire,

And believe me for, I am

not a liar.

So what are you waiting

for? Wear a mask.

And it will be your wisest

task.

And of course wash your

hands with your best

skill,

For, coronavirus, it will

kill.

Cover your mouth when

you sneeze,

Or harmful germs, you

may release.

All these prevention

steps are not for fun,

Perhaps they will provide

the greatest help in the

long run.

And for God’s sake, not

only read this,

But follow these steps

with attention.

And there’s no need to

panic & take tension,

But this virus’s germs can

enter from anywhere,

From eyes to shoe wear.

Last but not the least,

If you panic, then on your

immunity, it will feast.

Ria Singh, class V, Saint

Joseph Chandigarh

CORONA VIRUS

KNOWLEDGE BANK

PLUTO  
It is a dwarf planet in the Kuiper belt, a ring

of bodies beyond the orbit of Neptune.

Pluto was discovered on February 18, 1930.

Its status as a planet was questioned fol-

lowing the discovery of several objects of

similar size in the Kuiper belt. Jupiter has-

n’t made a full orbit of the sun since that

time because of its too slow orbit.  In fact,

it takes Pluto 248.09 years to make one

orbit around the sun. 

CURRICULUM EXERCISES
Q1. What is Surface Tension?

Q2. Fill in the blanks:
A. On a rainy day, small oil films on water
show brilliant colours. This is 
due to_____.
B. Point A is at a lower electrical potential
than point B. An electron between them on
the line joining them will___.

Q3. Identify the following ani-
mal.

Answer:(1)The tension of the surface film of a liquid caused by
the attraction of the particles in the surface layer by the bulk of
the liquid, which tends to minimise surface area.
(2) A) Interference B) Move towards B (3) Siberian cat

Quiz time

1. A) Gol Gumbaz2. D) Medicine 3. B) Bifocal spectacles 4. A) Hague5. C) 79

Q.1) Bijapur is known for
its___.

A. Gol Gumbaz B. Gateway

C. Gol Tekaddi D. Gol Golu

Q.2) BC Roy Award is given
in the field of ____.
A. Medicine B. Art

C. Engineering D. Science

Q.3) What did Benjamin
Franklin invent? 
A. Dollar Bill B. Bifocal spectacles

C. Tyre D. Motor Car

Q.4) Where is the seat of
the International Court of
Justice (ICJ)?  
A. Hague B. Rotterdam

C. Amsterdam D. Utrecht

Q.5) How many moons does
the planet Jupiter have? 
A. 70 B. 22 C. 79 D. 30

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

A N S W E R S

Gol Gumbaz built in 1626 at Bijapur
is the mausoleum of king
Muhammad Adil Shah of the 
Adil Shah Dynasty. 

1) (112 x 54) = ?
A. 43433
B. 70000
C. 56000
D. 80000

2) It is being given

that (232 + 1) is
completely divisi-
ble by a whole
number. Which of
the following num-
bers is completely
divisible by this

number?
A. (433 + 1) 
B. (6 +1144)
C. (233 + 1) 
D. (296 + 1)

3) In an election
between two can-
didates, one got

55% of the total
valid votes, 20%
of the votes were
invalid. If the total
number of votes
was 7500, the
number of valid
votes that the
other candidate

got, was:
A. 2700 
B. 2600  
C. 5499 
D. 3400

CHECK YOUR APTITUDE

ANSWER: 
1. 70000
2. (296+ 1)
3. 2700
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FUN WITH RIDDLES

■ Q: You find me in December, but
not in any other month. What am I?
A: The letter D!
■ Q: I weigh nothing, but you can still see me.
If you put me in a bucket, I make the bucket
lighter. What am I? 
A: A hole!

THEY SAID IT

“Optimism is the faith that
leads to achievement.

Nothing can be done without
hope and confidence.”
Helen Keller

“Knowing is not enough; we
must apply. Willing is not
enough; we must do.”
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

INDIA SHINING

FORT BASSEIN, MAHARASHTRA
Fort Bassein, also known as the Vasai Fort or Fort Baçaim, is a
large fort in the town of Vasai, in the Palghar district of
Maharashtra. It is said to have been built by Yadavas of
Devagiri in 1184. According to historian José Gerson da Cunha,
during this time, Bassein and its surrounding areas appeared
to have been ruled by the Chalukya dynasty of Karnataka. Fort
Bassein is a monument of national importance and is
protected by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 

TURNING THE PAGES OF HISTORY TO
DISCOVER  TIMELESS LEGACIES

Sarthak,
Class VI, 

KV
Keshavpurm,

Delhi

Created by HarperCollins
Children’s Books India
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UPDATE

T
his is a testing booth for COVID-
19 that allows contactless col-
lection of samples from within

a box made of glass and aluminium.
The first corona testing ‘phone booth’
was opened on the premises of a gov-
ernment hospital in Ghaziabad, UP. 

How does this work?
➤ All a person who wants to get 
tested needs to do is walk up to the
testing kiosk and stand in front of its
glass facade. 
➤ From inside the insulated booth, the
technician will collect oral swab sam-
ples using two arm-length neoprene
rubber gloves fitted to two cavities in
the glass façade. The process is com-
pleted in five minutes.
➤ Modelled on South Korea’s 
‘telephone booth’ testing centres —
the Indian version has closer resem-
blance to a traffic police booth. 

What is ‘phone
booth’ testing?

A
pril 13, 1919,
marked a
turning po-
int in the In-

dian freedom strug-
gle. It was Baisakhi
that day, a harvest festival
popular in Punjab and parts
of north India. Local resi-
dents in Amritsar decided to
hold a meeting to protest
against the confinement of
two leaders fighting for In-
dependence. While the meet-
ing was on, Brigadier-Gen-
eral Reginald Edward Harry
Dyer, who had crept up to the
scene, ordered 90 soldiers to
open fire on the crowd. Many
tried in vain to scale the walls
and others  jumped into the
well located inside the park
and died.

Take this QUIZ 

1
The Hunter Commission
was appointed to probe the
incident. Which Indians

were a part of the panel? 

a. Pandit Jagat Narayan,
advocate and member 
of legislative council 

b. Sardar Sahibzada Sultan
Ahmad Khan, advocate from
Gwalior state  
c. Chimanlal Harilal Setalvad,
advocate and VC of Bombay
university 
d. All of the above 
ANS: D. ALL OF THE
ABOVE 

2
The crowd had gathered
at Jallianwala Bagh to
protest the arrest of

which leaders for opposing the
Rowlatt Act? 

a. Udham Singh and Kartar Singh 
b. Bhagat Singh and Rajguru 
c. Satyapal and Saifuddin Kitchlu 
d. Lala Lajpat Rai and 
Mahatma Gandhi 

ANS: C. SATYAPAL AND
SAIFUDDIN KITCHLU 

3
Who described the Jal-
lianwala Bagh massacre
as “an extraordinary,  mon-

strous event which stands in
singular and sinister isolation”?

a. Margaret Thatcher 
b. Winston Churchill 
c. Theresa May 

d. Elizabeth II 
ANS: B. WINSTON
CHURCHILL 

4
During which
viceroy's regime
did the massacre

take place? 

a. Lord Canning 
b. Lord Chelmsford 
c. Lord Curzon 
d. Lord Irwin 
ANS: B. LORD CHELMSFORD 

5
Who justified General
Dyer's action as ‘duty as
he saw the situation’? 

a. David Lloyd George, for-
mer prime minister of the UK 
b. Rudyard Kipling, author 
c. Woodrow Wilson, former
American president 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
founder of Pakistan 
ANS: B. RUDYARD KIPLING
AUTHOR

JALLIANWALA BAGH MASSACRE:
5 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

EXERCISE: Can you list
three more things about
the massacre? Share at
timesnie175@gmail.com

MONDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAYOnline courses to 
upskill yourself during

lockdown

SIGN UP FOR AN ART CLASS: Discover
free online courses taught by The Museum
of Modern Art. Watch videos, do assign-
ments, earn a certificate while learning
from some of the best. 
ACCESS:
https://www.classcentral.com/universi-
ty/moma

LEARN TANGO: Look for cool YouTube
tutors in “free tango classes” to learn this
fun Spanish dance form. ‘‘WWeellccoommee
AArrggeennttiinnaa’’  oonn  YYoouuTTuubbee  hhaass  vveerryy  wwaattcchhaabbllee
sseessssiioonnss  iinn  SSppaanniisshh..

LEARN TO WRITE FOR MASS MEDIA:

Those interested in writing for mass media
can visit the official portal of SWAYAM —
ugcmoocs.inflibnet.ac.in — for their online
classes – for free! There are different
study modules like narration, creative
writing, writing for radio, magazines,
books, marketing material and more. Go,
take your pick and start skilling it... 

COURSE ON FOOD AND NUTRITION: Our
eating pattern directly affects our health
and well-being. This pattern of eating has
changed significantly in recent times. The
online nutrition course offered by SWAYAM
(access at ugcmoocs.inflibnet.ac.in) will
teach you more about diet, food safety
and eating right. Those interested can sign
up and begin their online class today! 

HOW ABOUT A COURSE ON ARTIFICIAL

INTELLIGENCE: IIT Delhi offers free online
course on Artificial Intelligence through
NPTEL. The course introduces a variety of
concepts in the field of artificial intelli-
gence. It discusses the philosophy of AI, and
how to model a new problem as an AI 
problem and so on. 
HHooww  ttoo?? Log in to https://nptel.ac.in/cours-
es/106102220/ and choose a module of
interest to begin with.  

Can’t find a face mask in the
nearby store? Worry not, and make
your own by following these steps: 

1Wash your hands thoroughly and
clean all the tools you may need

properly.

2Choose a clean and sanitised
area to make masks.

3Take two pieces of paper towels
and place one on top of the other.

4Use a tissue paper and put it on
top of the paper towel. You may

also use an unused dried up wet 
tissue for this purpose.

5Cut the paper stack in half, so
that you can make two masks

out of them.

6Tape both the ends of each paper
stack in order to seal the sides.

7Punch holes on both the taped
side using a hole punching tool.

8Tape one plastic-coated wire on
the upper side of the paper

stack. This will help in giving the
mask a nose grip.

9Tie the rubber bands through the
holes.

10 Now, your face mask is
ready for use. 

WHAT:Uddhav Thackeray was
sworn in as Maharashtra

chief minister on November 28 last
year. Thackeray is not a member of
either the state legislative assembly
or council. He  was set to be elected
as an MLC during the biennial elec-
tions. However, due to the coronavirus
outbreak and the national lockdown,

the Election Commission has 
deferred the polls.

WHY:Article 164 (4) of the Con-
stitution says a minister

who for any period of six consecu-
tive months is not a member of the
legislature shall at the expiration of
that period cease to be a minister.

The period in Thackeray’s case ends
on May 28.

HOW:The Maharashtra cabinet
recently decided to recom-

mend Thackeray’s name for being
nominated as members of the state
legislative council from the 
governor’s quota.

Make 
your own

FACE
MASK

DIY SPECIAL X-PLAINED

How to become a legislator
when POLLS ARE ON HOLD

BIG Q:
Will this be 
a smooth

operation or precipitate a new
political crisis? The worst-case
scenario could be Thackeray
making way for another mem-
ber to be appointed as the CM
till he gets elected. Send your
thoughts on
timesnie175@gmail.com 

Winning 

doesn’t always

mean being

first. Winning

means you’re

doing better

than you’ve 

done

before.

BONNIE BLAIR, Speed Skater

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

LOCKDOWN
BIRTHDAY?

Here are tips
to celebrate 

nitya.shukla@timesgroup.com 
THINK OF AN ICE BREAKER: If you
plan to throw a video chat party,
chances are not everyone may know
each other. Think of interesting ways
they can introduce themselves online.

KEEP A GAME READY: A video party
session can get boring. Do a story-
telling session where your friends
tells funny stories of you! 

COSTUME PARTY: Show up in cos-
tumes; do a fancy-dinner party video
or conduct a quiz online. 

MAKE IT FUN: Have fun with video
backgrounds. Your friends could make
theirs with different pictures of you. 

SPECIAL PRIVILEGE: Negotiate with
your parents for a special privilege.
Request them to let you play your
Xbox for more than the stipulated
time they allow, or plan a menu with
your favourite dishes.  

PLAN AN UN-BIRTHDAY PARTY:
Lastly, plan an un-birthday party that
will be celebrated with your friends
in-person in the future. 

101 YEARS AFTER THE CARNAGE, WE TAKE A LOOK
AT SOME OF THE KEY POINTS OF THE FATEFUL DAY

1SURPRISE! Thanks to your
overwhelming feedback,

we will have an extra
(ACTIVITY) page EVERY DAY

UP OUR SLEEVE

2Be a space
junkie: enjoy

this  activity on
page 2

3The 10-day stay at
home challenge:

Are you up for it? Try
it out on page 2  

4On the web:
Everything you need

to know about building
immunity... 

5Your teacher
connect on FB -

https://www.facebook.
com/TOIStudent/



Here it comes the unseen
enemy.
Which was unexpected for
you and me.
Anywhere, it can attack on
us, So to be careful is the
crux.

It has led the people to the
death beds,
Therefore, follow the rules
that the government has
laid.
Don't believe in the superfi-
cial myths,
Otherwise you will be the
one corona will hit.

Sorry for loss of family and
friends,
Social media memes are the
new trends.
Downfall of economy horrors
me,
To prevent it, it has to be us,

it has to be.

You have to give up pleas-
ures a bit,
If you want to fight it and
get rid of it.
Power in unity is the key,
Practice social distancing
and with your family have
evening tea.

Wash your hands and sani-
tise everything,
spread awareness and panic
you have to fling.
Donate and lend helping
hand in this crisis,
And stay at home to 
maintain the future bliss.

SHREEYA SINGLA, class X,

DPS, Chandigarh

COVID-19 THE PANDEMIC
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GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET

ACTIVITY

DAY 1&2
 Empower your Math by learning to
Skip-Count; say tables while you do
chores.  Skip count numbers 2 to 30.
Play STAPOO game while you are per-
fecting multiplication tables.
 Make your own Recipe Book of
Healthy Drinks for Healthy Body
(malt/soups/ganji, etc), taking help
from elders at home. Drink one each
day until the challenge ends.
 Watch the movie 'My Neighbour
Totoro'. Share as many Japanese
words you learnt while
watching.
Enjoy music – Sit in
a quiet place, put an
incense stick, close
your eyes,  listen to mu-
sic with nature sounds.

DAY 3&4
 Play games and solve few interesting
worksheets of your class.
 Make your ME-TIME BOOK –
scribble about what made you
Happy, Sad, Angry, Excited,
Agitated, Peaceful in the past
week. Write regularly and
see the magical change in
your attitude.
Watch short films ‘Raddi
Library’ and ‘Tubelight’.
Imagine you are playing the
lead role. Give your message to
everyone on the change you may
want to bring.

DAY 5&6
Help dazzle the kitchen, make it shine
like a mirror.
 Make a list of different materials at
home and segregate them into what sub-
stance they are made of (Metal/ Cloth/
Jute/ Wood/ Plastic/ Glass/ Paper).
What are biodegradable and non-
biodegradable. How do you want to han-
dle the non-biodegradable items such as
plastic?
 List 5 things which make the BEST of
you.
Announce a FAMILY MUSICAL BAND
TIME – Gather different items from
kitchen/ dining / drawing rooms to play.
Do not forget to take a video!

DAY 7&8
 Empower your Math skill, learn top-
ics of your choice and rid the fear of
Math.

 At-
tempt to Change Yourself – List
any 5 habits which you must

change.  
Thank those who are helping us in this
crucial time. Call them on phone to ex-

press your gratitude.

DAY 9&10
 Watch two short San-
skrit animated films, ‘The
Four Friends and ‘First
Well’.  Learn new words
of Sanskrit. Try role-

playing a character in San-
skrit.
 Be a multi-translator!

Make a list of words and phras-
es and try to translate them in dif-

ferent languages. A small video on this
will be a great outcome!
Get organised – Clean your study table
and cupboard. Use interesting captions
to decorate your place.

10-DAY stay-at-
home challenge

ALL
DAYS MUST-DO

 Wake-up, freshen-up and watch
the Sun. Do Surya Namaskars for 3 to 10

times. Stretch your limbs. Jump 20 times.
Then sit quietly and breathe. At 4 pm, water
the plants at your home. Pray
every evening to the Divine
Mother to protect all of us and

for the recovery of those
suffering from 

Covid-19.

Sri Aurobindo International School, Hyderabad

FINALLY
 Take help of your family
members to capture the time
you spent during this
#Lockdown in pages of your
own Memory Book. If you have
made a short-film, share on
social media with a message of
‘Responsible Lockdown.’  

Conclude your work by say-
ing/writing “HURRAY! I
BECAME THE LOCKDOWN
CHAMPION”

Quiz time

1. A) Field2. D) Operating System 3. B) 1900s 4. D) To increase the voltage momentarily

Q.1) What is part of a
database that holds only one
type of information?

A. Field B. Report

C. Record D. File

Q.2) 'OS' computer abbrevi-
ation usually means?
A. Open Software 

B. Order of Significance

C. Optical Sensor 

D. Operating System

Q.3) In which decade did the
first transatlantic radio
broadcast take place? 
A. 1700s B. 1900s

C. 1800s D. 1600s

Q.4) The purpose of choke

in tube light is ____. 
A. To decrease the current 

B. To increase the current

C. To decrease the voltage 

momentarily 

D. To increase the voltage 

momentarily

SCI TECH

A N S W E R S

On December

12, 1901, a radio

transmission

received by

Guglielmo

Marconi result-

ed in the first

transmission of

a transatlantic

wireless signal (Morse Code) from Poldhu,

Cornwall, to St John's, Newfoundland.

KNOWLEDGE BANK

DOLPHINS  
These are extraordi-
narily intelligent ani-
mals which also display
culture, something
which was long-believed to be unique to
humans (although now recognised in
various species). Dolphins are altruistic
animals. They are known to stay and
help injured individuals, even helping
them to the surface to breathe. Best
friends of the sea, the dolphins have
always been fascinating to humans. 

CURRICULUM EXERCISES
Q1. What is a Hartnell Governor? 

Q2. Fill in the blanks:

A. Whitworth quick return motion 

mechanism consists of three turning

pairs and ___.

B. In railway axle boxes, the bearing

used is___ .

Q3. Identify the following:

Answer:(1) It’s a Centrifugal governor with a spring-loaded
weight instead of dead weight on the sleeve to increase the
speed of the balls required to lift the sleeve on the spindle. Which
will enable the governer to operate the mechanism to give neces-
sary change in the fuel supply. (2) A) One sliding pair B) Double
row spherical roller bearing (3) Sphinx of Giza, Egypt

Mind
teasers
ENGLISH QUIZ

THINGS
REQUIRED
 Plain white
envelopes
 Disposable
gloves
 Thick brushes
 A tub
 Small tins of
enamel paints in
different colours:
blue, green, red,
yellow
 water

STEP 1: Fill three quarters
of tub with water. Wear
the gloves, use different
paint brushes for each
colour.

STEP 2: Sprinkle a few
drops of enamel paint of
each colour in the water.
Don’t stir in the water, the
paints will swirl on the
surface of water. Be care-
ful and do not put dollops
of paint in water, as that
will make the prints too
smudgy.

STEP 3: Dip the envelopes

into the water. Lift it up
straight, immediately hang
it with a peg on a stand.

STEP 4: Let it dry now. As
the paint in the water gets
used up, you will get light-
ly marked envelopes, just

right for ordinary mailing
and gifting.

STEP 5: Now decorate the
envelopes by pasting gane-
sha or one rupee coin and
your lovely shagun
envelopes are ready 

Raghav Mathur, class  X, Shiv Nadar School, Noida

MAGIC PAINTING

Fill in the blanks with appropriate GERUNDS

Q.1) She felt an insect _____
around.

A. to fly B. to be flying C. flying D. fly

Q.2) Do you mind _____ the win-
dow.

A. closing B. to closing C. closed D. close

Q.3) Anand is not capable of
______ hard work.

A. do B. doing C. to be doing D. to be

done

ANSWERS

(1)C) flying(2)A) closing (3) B) doing

FUN-ZONE

Created by
HarperCollins
Children’s
Books India

Created by HarperCollins Children’s Books India

Y Sai
Sudheshna,
class IX A, DAV
Public School,
Ibrahimpatnam,
Andhra Pradesh

Sivanand KN,
class V,
Prabath

Public
School,

Ernakulam

Vaidehi Shivaji
Panhale, class XII,

Sherwood
Convent School,

Gurgaon

LOG ON TO 
WWW.TOISTUDENT.COM
for the complete poem



W
ith industries shut and
people staying home,
the quality of Ganga

river water has witnessed a signifi-
cant improvement of around ‘40 to
50 per cent’ since March 24, the
day when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced a 21-day lockdown

in the wake of the coronavirus pan-
demic. “1/10th of the pollution in
Ganga river comes from industries.
As industries are shut due to lock-
down, the situation has become

better. We have seen 40-50 per
cent improvement in the Ganga. It
is a significant development,” Dr
PK Mishra, Professor at Chemical
Engineering and Technology, IIT-

BHU said. “Due to rainfall on March
15-16 in areas where Ganga flows,
the water level has also increased,
which means that its cleaning
capacity has also increased. There
is a considerable improvement if
we look at the pre-lockdown period
and after March 24,” he added.

Pollution in Ganga has dropped due to Covid-19 lockdown

We have seen 40-50 per cent improvement in the
Ganga. It is a significant development...
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SARS-COV-2: The name given to
the "novel" coronavirus that was
first detected late last year in the
Chinese city of Wuhan.

COVID-19: An acronym created by
the WHO. It stands for "coronavirus
disease of 2019".

CLOSE CONTACT: Also referred to
as "direct contact", this is when
one person is physically close
enough to an infected individual to
come into direct contact with their
bodily fluids, including respiratory
droplets. 

FLATTENING THE CURVE: Slowing
a virus's spread to lower the peak
number of cases and related
demands on hospitals and infra-
structure.

IMMUNOCOMPROMISED: People
who have weakened or impaired
immunity due to a chronic health
condition.  

INCUBATION: The incubation 
period is the time it takes for
symptoms to appear after a 
person is infected. 

PANDEMIC: An epidemic that
has spread over several coun-
tries/continents, usually affect-
ing a large number of people.

Martian Address
Martian address is an invalid IP
address. Martian addresses cannot
be routed and are either spoofed

by a hacker or not allocated to a
network! 

F
ew cricket fans know Virat Kohli’s nick-
name in the team dressing room is
‘Cheeku’. Had it not been for former

captain MS Dhoni popularising it from behind the
stumps, chances are that we may have never
known it at all. “I got this nick-
name from a coach in the Ranji
Trophy. I used to have big cheeks
then (in 2007). I also thought I was
losing hair. I got my hair cropped and
my cheeks and ears stood out. I got
the name from a cartoon character, the
rabbit in the comic book Champak,” Kohli
said, while talking to former England bats-
man Kevin Pietersen on an Instagram live
video recently. 

Ask questions
Instead of running to your parents
to ask them the questions that
pop up in your curious mind or for
that matter a research project
that your teacher asked you to do
during lockdown, ask your “virtual
assistant.” “Please tell me, which
is the largest tropical forest in the
world”, “what is the full form of
COVID-19”? are a few examples.

Working out
If you are running from room to
room because you have too
much pent-up energy, let your
assistant give
you workout
ideas. Just

pick a routine  that best suits
you. This should give your ener-
gies a productive outlet.

Storytelling
If you like listening to stories,

entrust the responsibility to
these smart apps. They

can read you a bedtime story. And
if you have a favourite character —
like a Harry Potter or Elsa— ask
you virtual assistant for more fun
facts on them. 

Speaking a new language
If you love to talk and learn
something new... ask for a sen-
tence to be translated into
French, Spanish or any other
language. Have fun discovering
many languages.

Math made fun
Not too fond of the subject? It is
time to try something new. Just
say: ‘‘Make maths fun...” to your
voice assistant and play a game
of addition, subtraction, division,
multiplication, comparison,
among others. Get scores and
track points too!

Make a schedule
While it is not easy to think of
something new to do every day,
you can now create a routine on
your app. So, make yourself a
schedule and have a fun time
learning new things.

Pallavi.shankar@timesgroup.com

C
lassrooms have shifted
to homes in the lock-
down life that stu-

dents are now living. This
transition from a struc-
tured school environment
to learning from home is
not easy and requires  ad-
justment and  discipline.

Here’s how children
across the country can
make e-learning classes
work for themselves.

Be on time
You should be ready on time,
around 10 minutes before your
virtual classroom begins. “Be
well groomed for the class, as
you used to be for your school
classroom. Download neces-
sary software and have essen-
tials like your notebook, books,
pen, pencil, etc., on your study
table,” advises Kailash Semw-
al, a Hyderabad-based teacher
who is teaching school stu-
dents online these days.

Give everyone chance to talk
Some students are quiet and
some more talkative. As part
of an e- learning class, make
sure you are letting your class-
mates speak and not dominat-
ing any discussion. Everyone
deserves to be heard. It’s great
to be enthusiastic but let it not
deprive others of their chance
to express themselves.

Take online classes seriously
Students will understandably
be excited to see their friends
online. “This experience is 
new – try not to giggle, laugh
and joke when you see your
classmates. Contact
your friends for

chatting

and sharing inside
jokes in your free
time,” adds Semwal.
When the class is 
on, focus on the 

subject being taught
and pay attention 
to what the teacher

is saying. Overall,
enjoy this phase 

and continue learning
while being helpful to 

each other.

Being inclusive
“Teachers should be mindful
of paying attention to intro-
vert students who take time 
to open up, especially in new
and stressful situations – 
the kind we are facing now in
the wake of coronavirus,” says

Riya Ghosh, parent of
a Gurgaon-based
tween trying to have

himself heard
in a 
sea of voices
in his virtual
classroom.

TEACHER TALK
Frolicsome Flowers  
Suryakumari Dennison, Teacher,
Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru 

W
illiam Wordsworth, who
famously celebrat-
ed nature, was

born on April 7, 1770.
In his best-known
poem, he recounts
an enriching expe-
rience in his
beloved Lake Dis-
trict. Answer each
of these questions
on ‘Daffodils’
(from ‘Treasure
Trove’) by choos-
ing correctly from
the four options.

1. Which word does the
poet use to describe the
Daffodils?
A. glowing B. golden 
C. beaming D. beautiful

2.Which word does the poet use
to describe himself?
A. lonely B. lazy 
C. loyal D. lively

3. What figure of speech is,
‘Tossing their heads in sprightly
dance’?
A. metaphor B. simile 

C. personification 
D. onomatopoeia 

4. Which word in
the poem sug-
gests that the
daffodils are
near water?
A. basin 
B. bridge 
C. bay

D. brook

5. How many daf-
fodils does the poet

claim to see?
A. 10 B. 100 

C. 1,000 D. 10,000

1) B. golden

2) A. lonely 

3) C. personification 

4) C. bay

5) D. 10, 000
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Voice apps...
I AM BORED.
HELP ME!

Workout for the mind
Voice apps have many
games that can keep you
engrossed. Just say: ‘ let’s
play a game’ and choose
from a list of memory, rid-
dles, word, or even number

guessing games

Please note
Voice assistant apps can
help you keep track of
important things; make
your life easier and indulge
in all the questions you
might have. There are quite
a few for Android OS includ-
ing Robin, Cortana, Google
Now, AVC (Alice). Try these
over the weekend...

READY FOR ‘ONLINE CLASSROOM’ 

ETIQUETTE?

Brevity is the key

While participating in vir-
tual discussions, keep
your questions and
answers short and on-
topic. “Online classroom
has its limitations, so
plan and put forward your
points clearly – one by
one,” suggests Ruchi
Singh, a parent

Steer clear of distractions

Have a clutter free area
as your home classroom
so that there are no dis-
tractions while the class
is on. Try not to have
your younger siblings or
pets around while you are
attending the class

HOW VIRAT KOHLI 
GOT HIS NICKNAME

WE SHOW YOU HOW! 
The Wizard of Oz.
‘The Wizard of Oz’ (1939) is a classic be-
cause of its stunning special effects. The
story is about adventures of a little girl
and her dog who unravel insecurities of
childhood in a comic, musical way. The cu-
riosity of a child along with yearning of
her home portrayed beautifully in this one.

BY RITIKA.KUMAR@TIMESGROUP.COM

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED BY: 
Searching (2018) 
David files a complaint to find his missing
daughter Margot. However, he uses the one
thing Margot left behind to unravel the hid-
den truth  - her laptop. This movie is a

thrilling mystery and pro-
vides a deep insight into
the world of cybercrime.
Ideal for older kids and
teenagers exposed to the
world of the Internet , the
movie imparts several les-

sons on the way and provides a thrilling
atmosphere at the same time!

— NEHA VARADHARAJAN, Class 9, The Orbis

School Keshavnagar

BOYHOOD
The movie traces the life of Mason and how
it revolves around his parents and naughty
sister with whom he is always fighting. It
shows the transition in Mason from a child
(6-year-old) to an adolescent, and later, to
an adult. The film shows how learning
evolves with the way we grow.

— VANSHIKA ATRI, Class IX, KIIT World School,

Pitampura Delhi

SECRET SUPERSTAR 
This is an inspiring story of a 15-year-old
girl’s journey towards achieving her dream
to become a singer. It portrays different
shades of life, like struggle, courage,
friendship, determination, etc. What I liked
about the film is the “come-what-may-
never-give-up attitude”. Even though the
protagonist’s father never encouraged or
supported her, she never lost hope on her-

self and to fulfil her dream. I didn’t like the
scene where she secretly bunked school
and went to Mumbai for a song recording
without informing her mother. That was too
risky! 

— G.AMNAAYA, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavans Public

Sch, Vidyashram 

CONTAGION
The movie released in 2011, was about the
SARS virus, which affected 26 countries. To
make us understand the situation, director
Steven Soderbergh substituted SARS with
the name MEV-1. To our surprise, it is the

same situation we
are facing today
because of COVID-19.
I would like everyone
to watch this movie

because of its relevance. Watch and learn
the ways through which the virus spreads
and how we should react if we are infected
by it. ‘Contagion’ puts across the feeling of
panic and how one should avoid it. 

— LESHMITHA.B.S, Class X, Jain Vidyaashram,

Puzhal, Chennai

WRITE A MOVIE REVIEW IN 60 WORDS...
OUR CHALLENGE:

How to write clearly and concisely 
You should use no more words
than necessary to convey your
meaning clearly. In

some cases, the more words you
include, the harder it is for the reader
to extract your meaning.

Remember to...
➤ Stay on topic

➤ Avoid wordy
verbs

➤ Avoid expletive

constructions 

➤ Avoid low-value
phrases 

➤ Check for redundant
words and phrases

WHAT WE LEARNT THIS WEEK? 

TERM
OF THE DAY

WEEKEND EXERCISE 

Think of FIVE words that you
learnt recently. Search for
their meaning and list out
synonyms against each word.
Now email that list to us at
timesnie175@gmail.com

Here are all the ways a smart voice 
assistant app can entertain/ educate you

WORDS
TO KNOW

Launching today: 
A super double-page
weekender issue to

challenge
your inner genius MORE BONANZA: We plan to do this every Wednesday and Friday! Let us

know your feedback at timesnie175@gmail.com 

Be a cool anthropolo-

gist and figure out your

family tree going back five

generations! 

Tell us,  who decides
nutrition for astronauts in space?

Spoiler alert: This week, it's YOU!

Be a Picasso 

and let

your art
do the talking 

Show us 
how you 

mastered 

poetry
HERE

IT’S



For more visit Kennedy
Space Center

Shweta Kaul ,
class X, Holy
Child School,
Tagore Garden,
New Delhi

Ritu Shukla,
class XII,

Urmi School
Vadodara,

Gujarat

Shanaya Singh
Yadav, class III,

Manav Rachna
International

School, Mohali

Feeling like a bird 

Inside its cage?

Or Daedalus enclosed in his own maze?

Fear not, for birds

Developed singing,

And Daedalus his winging

They didn’t fight for their right,

Instead, opened new doors,

Which they never tried

Restrictions bring out new Horizons,

All you need to do,

Is to look within.

This time will fly by,

Never to arrive, 

Time to open

the new doors of your life.
Ninaada R Adiga, class VII, 

Innisfree House School, Bengaluru

NEW HORIZONS

02 “Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”
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ACTIVITY

FUN-ZONE

Created by HarperCollins Children’s Books India

Excerpted with permission from India in Space published by HarperCollins Children’s Books India



DID 
YOU

KNOW

What’s an EPIDEMIC
HOTSPOT

Researchers of Johns
Hopkins Hospital argue
against the utility of
targeting of hotspots,
saying that by the time
any intervention hap-
pens, the disease would
have run its course and
infected almost the
entire population. They
advocate that efforts to
contain the disease
should target the non-
hotspot areas instead.
However, the health min-
istry of India, has said
that even an area with
one infected person
could be classified as a
hotspot if it feels that
there’s a chance of a
wider spread of Covid-19

DOES IT HELP

WHAT:
PM Narendra
Modi has di-

rected states during his video
call with the chief ministers
to identify the Covid-19
“hotspots” and encircle them.

WHY:
Hotspot have
been described as

“areas of elevated incidence
or prevalence, higher trans-
mission efficiency or risk, or
higher probability of disease
emergence.” In terms of area,
it can be as small as less than
half-a-square kilometre and
even as large as a country. 

HOW:
Researchers poi-
nt to a variety of

factors that lead to the cre-
ation of a transmission
hotspot. They recommend
classifying hotspots into
“burden hotspot,” “trans-
mission hotspot,” and
“emergence hotspot”.
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Quiz time 
SUNITHA PAI, teacher, St

Joseph's Boys High School,

Bengaluru 

1) What is it called when light
changes direction after leaving
a lens ?
A)  reflection

B)  refraction 

C)  diffraction. 

2) When you leave wine exposed
to air, the ethanol in it reacts
with oxygen to form what? 
A)  ethane

B)  ethanol 

C)  ethanoic acid 

3) Iodine is used
to test for what
substance found
in potatoes? 
A)  glucose 

B)  starch

C)  protein

4) Which psy-
chological con-
cept did Pavlov’s
dog help him
describe?

A)  conditioning

B)  consolidation 

C)  coding 

5) If x=4, what is the value of 5
( 2x - 3) ?
A)  37

B)  25

C)  10

APPS
TO HELP YOU READ

Mind
teasers
ENGLISH
QUIZ

Q.1) A person who

regards the whole world

as his country

A. Doctor B. Tolerant C.

Cosmopolitan D. Nomad

Q.2) One who is a centre of

attraction

A. Followers B. Leader C.

Centre D. Cynosure 

Q.3) One who sneers at the

beliefs of others

A. Minister B. Cynic C. Sneer

D. Lawyer

Q.4) A leader or orator who

espoused the cause of the

common people

A. Director B. Demagogue C.

Speaker D. President

Q.5) A person having a

sophisticated charm

A. Charming B. Debonair C.

Leader D. Suave

Q.6) A dabbler (not serious)

in art, science and literature

A. Hobby B. Dilettante C.

Hobbit D. Elf

In questions given below out of four alternatives, choose the one
which can be substituted for the given word/sentence.

ANSWERS: (1) The reactant which, according to the mole ratio of the chemi-
cal equation, will be used up first and determines the amount of product
created in the reaction. (2) (A) Cast iron (B) Shaping with pinion cutter 
(3) Rare green and blue budgie 

Q3. Identify
the follow-
ing bird
species.

CURRICULUM EXERCISES

C. 7 D. 4

3) A fraction is such
that if the numerator
is multiplied by 3 and
denominator is
reduced by 3, we get
18/11, but if the
numerator is

increased by 8 and
the denominator is
doubled, we get 2/5.
Then the fraction is?

A. 24/55 B. 12/25 
C. 45/88 D. 12/55

4) If two numbers are

in the ratio of 5:8 and
9 is added to each,
the ratio becomes
8:11. Find the sum of
the numbers.
A. 39 B. 29 
C. 23 D. 19

5) Find the perimeter

of triangle?wh=37.5

A. 100 B. 125 
C. 55 D. 140

CHECK YOUR APTITUDE
1) If 25

7.5

x 5
2.5

/ 125
1.5

=
5

x

, then the value of 
‘x’ is?
A. 11 B. 15 
C. 14 D. 13

2) The value of
[(1/5)/(1/5) of
1/5]/[(1/5) of (1/5) /
(1/5)] is?

A. 1 B. 5 

ANSWER: 
1. 13; 2. 1; 3. 12/25
4. 39

ANSWERS: (1) C) Cosmopolitan (2) D) Cynosure (3) B) Cynic (4) B) Demagogue (5) B) Debonair (6) B) Dilettante

A

B

C

A

B

C

Q1. What is a limiting reactant?
Q2. Fill in the blanks:
A. Segmental chips are formed during machining ____.
B. Internal gears can be made by ____.

➤ Bullfrogs do not sleep.

➤ Eight of the ten largest statues in the
world are of Buddhas.

COMMON GRAMMATICAL 
MISTAKES 

PURPOSE/AIM
THE RULES:

HOW NOT TO DO IT:

■ ”Purpose” (n) means an intention or aim; a reason for doing something.

■ ”Aim” (v) is to position or direct (ball, arrow, rocket, etc.) at a target. 

■ He purpose at the target but missed it.

■ How could you do such a thing on aim?

1.

✘

HOW TO DO IT PROPERLY:

■ He aimed at the target but missed it.

■ How could you do such a thing on purpose?

■ Their aim was to make beautiful art.

✔

m
it
sa
ke
s

WEIRD
BUT
TRUE

Answers
1) B, refraction 
2) C,  ethanoic acid 
3) B,  starch
4) A,  conditioning 
5) B,  25

Gearing up with
BIO SUITS

I
ndia’s premier defence
research institution,
DRDO, has developed
a “bio suit” to protect

doctors and paramedics en-
gaged in treating coron-
avirus-affected people from
the infection. This will act
as Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) for the
healthcare personnel, offi-
cials said.

Number game
Steps are being taken to pro-
duce at least 15,000 suits per
day!

What it looks like
The scientists have applied
their technical know-how
and expertise in textile, coat-
ing and nanotechnology to
develop the PPE, having spe-
cific type of fabric with coat-
ing. The current production
capacity of the suit is 7,000
units per day. The DRDO has

prepared a special sealant
as an alternative to seam
sealing tape based on the
sealant used in submarine
applications. The suit is
equipped to prevent the
front line staff from any
harm while dealing with the
samples. 

H
arry Potter’s au-
thor JK Rowling,
recently said she
had recovered

from a suspected case of
Covid-19  after two weeks of
illness.   “For last 2 weeks I’ve
had all symptoms of C19
(though haven’t been tested),”
Rowling said on her Twitter
account. She shared a video
of a breathing technique that
she said had helped her man-
age her worst symptoms and
had been recommended by
her husband, who is a doctor

in the UK.   “I  have recovered
and wanted to share a tech-
nique that’s recommended
by doctors, costs nothing, has
no side effects but could help
you/your loved ones a lot, as
it did me,” she added.   

JK ROWLING
shares BREATHING

TECHNIQUE with fans 

THE TECHNIQUE: 

1Take five deep
breaths in, each

time holding the breath
for five seconds.

2On the sixth deep
breath, take it in

and do a big cough
(covering your mouth,
obviously)

3Do two cycles of
the above and lay

flat on your front tak-
ing slightly deeper
“normal” breaths for
the next 10 minutes.

Furry friends in HK
➤ A pet dog in Hong Kong con-
tracted a “low-level” COVID-19 in-
fection from its owner. Experts
from the University of Hong
Kong, City University and the
World Organisation for Animal
Health “unanimously agreed”
that the test results reflected a
plausible case of human-to-ani-

mal transmission. The dog was
quarantined but it passed away
few days after being released.

➤A German Shepherd living in
the Pok Fu Lam area in Hong
Kong also repeatedly tested posi-
tive for the Covid-19 virus after

its owner was confirmed as being
infected. The dog was sent for
quarantine too. 

Tiger in NYC Zoo 
tests positive
Nadia, a 4-year-old Malayan tiger
in the Bronx Zoo of New York,
tested positive for coronavirus.
She was screened after develop-
ing a dry cough along with three
other tigers and three lions. 

PET TALES IN THE TIME
OF CORONAVIRUS

WHO has said that pets
don’t give you coronavirus.
But it can be transmitted
from humans to animals in
some cases, so maintain
social distancing with your
pets too! 

The Best
Things
In Life

Are Free

W
hether you want to
swim with African
penguins in San Diego

or explore the Secret Annex at The
Anne Frank House in the
Netherlands or make a model of
coronavirus at home, the internet
is full of unique things that you
can do. Here are a few

interesting ways to explore your
world from the comfort of your

home...
Get started now

Nitya.shukla@timesgroup.com

What does culinary science have in com-
mon with pancakes? The California Sci-

ence Center will help you find out. This web-
site has a video series ‘Stuck At Home Science’
which has super creative experiments that you
can do at home using household stuff. All you
have to  do is watch the video, then down-
load their activity guide. 

ACCESS: www.californiasciencecenter.org, click

on Stuck at Home Science

CONTINUE YOUR SCIENCE
LEARNING

The museums
are opening up

their virtual doors.
You could explore
the Museo Nacional
Thyssen-
B o r n e -
misza (Spain),
which is home to the second-
largest private collection of art; join a curator-
led tour at The National Museum of Modern
and Contemporary Art (Korea); visit the Se-
cret Annex at The Anne Frank House (Nether-
lands)... ACCESS: www. museothyssen.org/en;
www.mmca.go.kr;  www.annefrank.org; 

VISIT A MUSEUM

A number of zoos and aquariums in the
US are now offering live-streams of their

cutest inhabitants. From the leafcutter ants
to kelp forests; from pandas to jellyfish,
sharks, penguins… watch wildlings chill out
amidst a pandemic. And if that’s not your
jam, a farm in Indiana is giving fans even
more views of baby goats living their
adorable lives. Also let the jellyfish drift
serenely through water melt your stress away. 

ACCESS: animals.sandiegozoo.org › live-
cams; www.goatmilkstuff.com; www.mon-
tereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams;
www.aquariumofpacific.org/exhibits/web-
cams; www.koala.net/webcams; www.zooat-
lanta.org/animal/giant-panda/

GO WILD AT THE ZOO

N ikon is offering
free online

photography class-
es for all until April
30.The 10 classes are
taught by profession-
al photographers and cov-
ers photography basics, funda-
mentals of photography, environmental por-
traiture, making music videos and more. 

ACCESS: www.nikonevents.com

POLISH YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY
SKILLS 

With Reading Raven, reading has

never been easier. This app that’s

available on both the iPhone and

iPad features a step-by-step cur-

riculum which allows you to learn

reading skills at your own pace. 

READING RAVEN 

The app is also ideal when it comes

to helping one improve both their

writing and spelling skills. This is

available for free on android and I-

phones. 

MONTESSORI CROSSWORDS 

What you’ll get from this app is that

it gives more emphasis on sounds

and the letters. Marbleminds

Phonics teaches you all the funda-

mentals of reading.

MARBLEMINDS PHONICS 

The interactive game called Bob

Books Reading Magic Lite comes

with a rather simple drag-and-drop

interface that is ideal for you.

DOTA UNDERLORDS: This is an auto-

chess game with chess-like features,

but instead of black and white pieces,

you place players on a grid which is

shaped like a battlefield. These players

then fight the opponent’s

players and try to

win the battle. 

AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

OONN:: iOS,

android and

Microsoft

Windows via

Steam.

EFOOTBALL PRO EVOLUTION SOCCER

2020: Want to get your football fix?

Play alone or with others with their

multi-player options, this game will

keep you engaged in this lockdown.

Arsenal, Manchester United, take your

pick and get on the field. AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

OONN:: PlayStation 4, Android, Xbox One,

Microsoft Windows, iOS. 

ONLINE GAMES TO PLAY

BOB BOOKS READING 

THE

BLOCKBUSTER! 
FRIDAY

Look forward to a

2-page
weekender issue

coming to you

this Friday! 

Your take on the week that
was...in a column 

dedicated to YOU! 

DIYs that will test

your learning skills and more 

Specially curated

activity sheets
by top players who

will take you to

the moon and back

(that’s the hint!)



3
MEDITATE: Daily
meditation helps to
generate happiness

from the inside out. Sit on
the floor or sofa, wherev-
er you are comfortable,

and close your eyes.
Make no effort to con-
trol the breath; just
breathe naturally.

Focus on how the abdomen
moves with each inhalation and
exhalation. Do this for 10 minutes.

5 TO BE HAPPY RIGHT NOW

forward to each week. Writing down
these positive thoughts will lead to
increased positivity.

1) A reduction in the
price of apples enables
a person to purchase 3
apples for `1 instead of

`1.25. The percent
reduction in price is
A. 20% B. 5% 
C. 40% D. 20%

2) If a+b:b+c:c+a =
6:7:8 and a+b+c = 14,
then value of ‘c’ is
A. 7 B. 6 
C. 3 D. 4

3) If two numbers are in

the ratio of 5:8 and if 9
is added to each, the
ratio becomes 8:11. Find
the sum of the numbers.

A. 24 B. 39 
C. 45 D. 12

4) 35-(16)
0.16

x (16)
0.04

x
(2)

0.2

is equal to
A. 3 
B. 2 
C. 8 
D. 5

CHECK YOUR APTITUDE ANSWER: 

1. 20% 

2. 6

3. 39

4. 2 

WHAT YOU COULD DO
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DIARY OF AN AWESOME FRIEND-
LY KID, by Jeff Kinney
Greg’s best friend Rowley Jefferson
writes his own diary. (Ages 8 to 12)

REFUGEE, by Alan Gratz
Three children in three different
conflicts look for a safe haven. 
(Ages 9 to 12)

1
PRACTICE TO A VIRTUAL
AUDIENCE WITH VIRTUAL
SPEECH: That’s what Virtual

Speech is offering. It stimulates a
photo-realistic environment with
audience and sound distractions!

HOW TO 

Find If A WHATSAPP
Message Is REAL or FAKE?

1ONLINE DEBATE COMPETITION:
Brainwiz in partnership with UNESCO

New Delhi is organising this debate around
COVID-19 lockdown. HOW TO ACCESS: Visit
https://bit.ly/3bUvdOv

2PARTICIPATE IN A QUIZ: IGenPlus and History
Diaries present Quizinteen 2020. For ages 13-19

years. Deadline for registration is April 8. 
HOW TO ACCESS: Their FB and Instagram handles...
https://www.facebook.com/HistoryDiaries

3NASA’S TEACHABLE MOMENTS: NASA
has launched Teachable Moments, which

has activities and lessons to help you
investigate universal discoveries. 
HOW TO ACCESS: Go to www.jpl.nasa.gov

Quiz time

1. B) Tendon 2. A) Protein 3. B) Carbon dioxide 4. A) Isaac Newton 5. B) Atmosphere

Q.1) What tissue connects
muscles to bones?

A. Skin B. Tendon
C. Blood vessels D. Fat

Q.2) Which nutrient plays an
essential role in 
muscle-building?

A. Protein B. Carbohydrate
C. Iron D. Fat

Q.3) Plants need which gas to
perform 
photosynthesis?

A. Hydrogen
B. Carbon dioxide 
C. Carbon monoxide
D. Oxygen

Q.4) Which scientist proposed
the three laws 
of motion?

A. Isaac Newton 
B. Thomas Alva Edison
C. Albert Einstein 
D. Stephen Hawking

Q.5) Earth is surrounded by
layers of gases collectively
called the _____.

A. Hydrosphere
B. Atmosphere
C. Stratosphere
D. Ozone layer

SCIENCE

A N S W E R S

Mind
teasers
ENGLISH
QUIZ

Q.1) One who is not
sure about God’s exis-

tence
A. Theist B. Atheist 
C. Agnostic D. Follower

Q.2) A person who deliber-
ately sets fire to a building
A. Cook B. Extinguisher 
C. Fire D. Arsonist 

Q.3) One who does a thing
for pleasure and not as 

a profession
A. Timepass B. Amateur 
C. Hobby D. Professional

Q.4) One who can use
either hand with ease
A. Ambivalent 
B. Ambidextrous 
C. Deft D. Dextrous

Q.5) One who makes 
an official examination 
of accounts

A. Secretary B. Auditor 
C. Accountant D. Doctor

Q.6) A person who believes
in or tries to bring about a
state of lawlessness
A. Monarch B. Anarchist 
C. Metarchist D. Autocrat

Q.7) A person who has
changed his faith
A. Apostate B. Convert 
C. Tolerate D. Intolerant

In questions given below out of four alternatives, choose the one
which can be substituted for the given word/sentence.

ANSWERS: (1) C) Agnostic (2) D) Arsonist (3) B) Amateur (4) B) Ambidextrous (5) B) Auditor (6) B) Anarchist (7) A) Apostate

ANSWERS: (1) In particle physics, a lepton is an elementary particle of half-inte-
ger spin (spin 1/2) that does not undergo strong interactions; (2) A) methane,
butane and propane B) bauxite; (3) Liver

Q3. Label the 
part which is
marked with a
black box.

CURRICULUM EXERCISES
Q1. What is a Lepton?

Q2. Fill in the blanks:
A. LPG consists of mainly____________.

B. The most important ore of aluminium is ________.

A

B

C

A

B

C

TIPS TO MAKE OUT HOW 

1
LOOK FOR THE ‘FORWARDED’ LA-
BEL: 78% of forwards are

known to contain rumours and
false information.

2
GOOGLE IT: Every time you
have a doubt, just look for info

online. 

3
IS THE VIDEO OR IMAGE FAKE:
Fake or hoax videos rely on

poor quality footage to hide im-
perfections.

4
NEVER FALL 
FOR URL AND LINKS

5
MAKE USE OF FACT CHECKING
WEBSITES: There are many

good ones like Snopes.com,
FactCheck.org, Hoax-Slayer.net,
PolitiFact.com etc.

WHAT TO DO? 

1 If you find that a WhatsApp
forward sent to you is fake, flag

it. It may be annoying and awk-
ward to tell the sender that the
forward he/she sent was fake, but
just do it. 

2 Never forward a WhatsApp
message unless you’re certain

it’s true.

A large number of fake WhatsApp forwards are spreading like
wildfire. Are you also sharing fake messages without knowing it?

WINGS OF FIRE: LEGENDS: DRAG-
ONSLAYER, by Tui T Sutherland.
Ivy, Leaf and Wren fight for the sur-
vival of the human race against
dragons. (Ages 8 to 12)

WONDER, by RJ Palacio
A boy with a facial deformity starts
school. (Ages 8 to 12)

ALI CROSS, by James Patterson.
(jimmy patterson)
Ali Cross investigates the disap-
pearance of a close friend. 
(Ages 9 to 12)

1

2

3

4

5

BOOKS
TO READ

APPS TO MAKE YOU 
A BETTER 

PUBLIC SPEAKER

APP-TITUDE

2
DON’T USE FILLER 
WORDS: LikeSo trains you
to stop filler words. The app

records your speech and generates
a report on where you used your
filler words and how many times.

3
DON’T GO TOO FAST:
Metronome Beats (app)
tracks your pace in real-time

to show when you’re speaking too
quickly. Practice your speeches 
with this app until you are a pro.

4
EXERCISE:
Moving our bod-
ies releases

endorphins, which
is one of the happi-
ness chemicals.
Try and exercise
for a minimum of
20 minutes
every day.

5
WRITE: Write down your
stream of consciousness first
thing in the morning or last

thing at night. 

1
Dance to your favourite
tunes. Moving to upbeat
music releases chemicals that

can boost your happiness levels.
Stick the radio on, or one of your
favourite albums, and get jiggy
while making your breakfast.

2
KEEP A GRATITUDE JOUR-
NAL: Buy a new notebook
and write a list of what you’re

grateful for, or what you're looking

Increase confidence of the FPIs
Dear Sir, as you may know, our country
is undergoing a crisis due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. It is imperative to bring the
situation under control but it is equally
important to focus on the recession rate
of our country. According to statistical
research, the economic situation may de-
grade as low as that of the year 2008, ow-
ing to the effect of demonetisation, roll
out of GST and most importantly the glob-
al slowdown. We could look at some  im-
mediate short-term measures like revok-
ing the recent increase in taxes for high
income. This may also repair confidence
among FPI’s in the Indian markets.

— ROHAN ANUP KRISHNAN, class VI, The

Asian School, Dehradun

Reducing SLR could work
Sir, here are a few measures: 
➤ By taking back the idea that all listed

companies must have 35% public
shareholding.

➤ By reducing statutory liquidity ratio
(SLR is the minimum percentage of

deposits that a commercial bank has
to maintain in the form of liquid cash,
gold or other securities) and give di-
rections to State Bank of India to lend
instead of buying more securities.

➤ By lowering bank reserve limits.
➤ By open market operations.
➤ By quantitative easing.

➤ By cutting tax rates.
➤ Being flexbile with labours and em-

ployees provident fund (EPF) re-
quirements for micro, small and medi-
um enterprises (MSME’s).

— KRISHNA KAUSHAL, class IX B, De Indian

Public School, Delhi

Technical innovation is key
We must start offering incentives to in-
novative youth for designing something
that will offer utility to the nation tech-
nically. The free time of abled minds must
be utilised productively. 

— SHREYA VASHISHT, class IX A, DC Model

School Panchkula

Lower CESS on petroleum 
A country level CESS on pe-
troleum products should be
lowered which will reduce the cost
of transportation of goods. The govern-
ment should plan for more and more em-
ployment generating schemes so that peo-
ple earn and have enough money to buy
essential commodities.   

—LEISHA TOTANI, Sacred Heart School,

Kalyan West

Focus on MSME is important
UNCTAD has recently released a report
stating that world economy will go in re-
cession with likely exception of India and

China. Nonetheless, it is estimated that
21-day lockdown will result in GDP loss
of almost $98 billion. To  save our econo-
my, government could focus on increas-
ing domestic consumption. In order to do
this the  government should provide con-
trolled and transparent financial booster
to MSME sector. It contributes around

33.4% of India’s output. MSME has
the potential to grow.  

— SHIVANGI class XII-J, DPS

FARIDABAD, Haryana

Indigenous manufacturing must
This will  solve unemployment prob-
lem and also our precious foreign
exchange balance.  With a popula-
tion of 1.5 billion, India is a big mar-
ket which would generate enough
demand for all products. 

— MANAS, class XII, Pallavi Model

School, Hyderabad 

Have an idea to share? Send us your

email at timesnie175@gmail.com 

Article

360 (Financial

Emergency) MUST be invoked.

Salaries of government employees

be cut, triple MNREGA and PM-KISAN

aids to help the poor. Make in India be

pushed aggressively and tax collec-

tion be paused.

— ASISH SINGH class XII St.
Augustine's Day School,

Barrackpore

LETTERS TO THE PM ON WAYS TO SOLVE

RECESSION CRISIS 

TIMESNIE
EXCLUSIVE

BY NITYA SHUKLA 

An MP earns a salary of Rs 1
lakh, along with allowance of
Rs 70,000 and office expense
allowance of Rs 60,000 per
month. On days when the par-
liament is in session, they get
Rs 2,000 per day. Former MPs
get a pension of Rs 25,000 and
Rs 2,000 per month for every
additional year served as MP
over a 5-year term. The PM and
his cabinet earn the same
amount — with the addition of a
sumptuary allowance depend-
ent on their rank. There are
several other perks, such as
furniture allowance and travel-
ling allowances. Excluding the
perks, the government will
save over Rs 64.61 crore at the
very least in a year.

DOES IT HELP

HOW:
Along with the
pay cut of law-

makers, the President, Vice
President and the Gover-
nors of the states have also

taken a pay cut to a sim-
ilar extent. In the 2018

budget, the salaries
of the President, Vice

President, state governors
and Lt governors were in-
creased with retrospective
effect from February 2016. 

WHAT:
An ordi-
nance was

passed by the Union cabinet
to cut the salaries and al-
lowances of MPs — plus
their pensions — by 30% for
a period of one year start-
ing April 1, 2020. The
amount will be deposited
into the Consolidated Fund
of India and utilised to tack-
le Covid-19. The pay cut will
also include the PM’s and
his cabinet's salary. 

After months of insisting that masks

aren’t necessary unless you’re unwell, health agencies

across the globe are now encouraging mask-wearing for

everyone. And the move appears to be backed by

research that suggests masks, even homemade face

covers, can be effective in protecting against Covid-19. BRUCE LEE

HOW MUCH WILL PREZ, PM

PAY CUT HELP?

Times NIE students

share their ideas to

resolve financial crisis

ANGEL

Can

you list 3 reasons why wearing a mask

could reduce chances of infection? Write to us 

at timesnie175@gmail.com  

EXERCISE: 

COMMON MAN

MASKS ON STATUES 



ONLINE RESOURCE GUIDE
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APPSOLUTELY

TWO APPS TO
MAKE MATHS

PRACTICE FUN 

T
hese Maths apps could help
you acquire the required
skills easily while having fun

with numbers:

1. PRODIGY GAME
Meant for students of
grades 1-8, Prodi-
gy Game is
available for
free on iOS,
A n d r o i d
and web
platfor ms.
The app of-
fers built-in di-
agnostic test
which generates
real-time reports on students'
progress! 

2. PHOTOMATH
Available for free on both Android
and iOS platforms, Photomath al-
lows you to snap a picture of the
math problem and get its step-by-
step solution! From basic arith-
metic to fractions to trigonometry
to linear and quadratic equations,
it can help you with a lot of Math
problems quite easily.

How

To Become A

Good Orator? We got

you covered! Come back

here tomorrow for more

apps on how to per-

fect your speech

WHAT’S BREWING? 

The DALGONA

COFFEE of course 

D
algona Coffee, a whipped cof-
fee drink named for a type of
Korean candy, is the latest food

trend to take over Instagram and Twit-
ter. The trend was first popularised
in South Korea, spreading across the
world. Korean You
Tuber J'adore cur-
rently has the
most popular
video of the
"quarantine coffee
challenge" to date
with 8.2 million
views.

HAVE YOU TRIED IT
YET? It takes only five minutes, calls
only for three ingredients :

● Instant coffee ● Sugar ● Hot water
●A hand mixer (or a whisk or a spoon,

but see notes below) ● Milk  
Whip out equal amounts of in-

stant coffee, sugar, and hot water un-
til it becomes creamy. Add this mix-
ture to cold milk! 
Is there a recipe that you would
want to be viral? 

It’s Ford 
and Ferrari 
V/s
... and we have a
winner. The
coronavirus
pandemic and its
global impact makes
this the worst time
to launch a car

1
The much-anticipated new
Land Rover Defender was sup-
posed to be launched this

year. The first media test drives
planned for April were predictably
cancelled.

2
We were supposed to see the
new Ford Bronco on April 2,
but its debut has been

delayed.

3
Aston Martin’s DBX, another
latecomer to the luxury SUV
game, is the first-of-its kind

from the 107-year-old brand. Media
drives were planned for May. Those
have been postponed and produc-
tion at all the company’s manufac-
turing sites halted.

COVID-19

Porsche had big plans to
roll out the 640-horse-

power, muscle-y 911
Turbo S version of its

franchise machine
with group media

drives. But the plants
in Leipzig have been

silent since March 21. 

AND SPORTS CARS
LOSE THE RACE

The all-electric flatbed Cybertruck that 
almost broke the internet when it debuted last

year is one hanging in the balance. Production is
tentatively slated to begin in 2021, and Tesla is

already taking deposits, but all this could change.
Though initially unwilling, Elon Musk eventu-

ally shut down his California factories
last month

ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
IN FOR A SHOCK 

T
his World Health Day,
let’s focus on keeping
our lungs in good

condition. The novel coron-
avirus attacks lungs and
thickens the mucus, which
makes it difficult to breathe.
In such times, it’s impera-

tive to focus on lung health,
especially for those prone to
asthma, bronchitis, and oth-
er respiratory diseases.

Have a health tip to share?

Mail us on

timesnie175@gmail.com 

BOREDOM: THE NEW
REALITY

Let’s start by answering the question ‘What is

Boredom?’ It is a mental state during which an indi-

vidual feels restless or worn out because they are

unoccupied at the moment. To comprehend bore-

dom, it is essential to know when the term ‘bore-

dom’ originated. It is a relatively new concept. The term was

coined in the year 1852. In fact, it was only during the period of

industrialisation that this issue commenced. 
- LIKHITH L GOWDA, class X, DPS North , Bengaluru

Read the entire note on the concept of boredom and
what you can do about it (especially during

this lockdown) on www.toistudent.com  

LOCKDOWN FOODIE...
‘Lockdown’ has brought an opportunity for us to

judiciously utilise the unlimited time and explore our ‘mini

labs.’ My ‘Mini Lab’ is the kitchen where I experiment deli-

cacies. Being a foodie I love to play with different taste

buds. When people wear masks to keep the virus off, I need

to wear one to avoid stuffing myself with delicious food. I

have surfed, explored and learnt many new dishes.

RACHEL FERNANDEZ, Head Girl, Delhi Public
School, Kollam, Kerala

BE POSITIVE!
Let us all remember this - the time that

we are getting with our loved ones is

something you cannot get back. We should

also take into consideration that there are

healthcare workers, government employees, doctors,

police force and the army who are out there putting their

lives at stake on behalf of the nation.  We should show our

respect and gratitude to them. So don’t think of the lock-

down as a bad thing but think of it as a positive outcome.

ELIJAH VARGHESE, class VII, Royale Concorde
International School - Kalyanagar, Bengaluru

YOUR
WORD 

MUSIC IS FOR SOUL AND LOCKDOWNS
I learnt how to spend my time in a correct way during quar-

antine. Music is one of the best ways to spend time.

Listening to music will always find a way to soothe your

soul. Instead of listening to news constantly we can change

our minds by listening to music. And of course cooking. I’m

terrible at cooking, so I started to take lessons from my

mom. It’s super cool to spend some time with my parents.

My lockdown funda — start working on yourself. Set a tar-

get that is achievable and start working on it. 

ROMA RAMCOUMAR, class XI, Bethel Matric Hr Sec
School, Chennai

Some WORK and
ALL ‘PLAY’

Answer each of these questions on Shakespeare’s The
Merchant of Venice—Act I, by choosing correctly from
the four options...

By SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, Teacher, 

Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru 

1. “Nor is the wide world ignorant of her worth.” Who is
‘her’?
A. Jessica B. Portia C. Nerissa D. Leah 

2. Which animal does the Neopolitan prince constantly
talk about?
A. Dog B. Lion C. Horse D. Cat

3. To which fruit does Antonio compare Shylock?
A. Apple B. Lemon C. Orange D. Pear

4. “I remember him worthy of thy praise.” Who is ‘thy’?
A. Antonio B. Bassanio C. Gratiano D. Lorenzo

5. Which of these four places is not mentioned in Act I?
A. Tripoli B. Mexico C. Aleppo D. Indies

6. In how many months does
Antonio expect the return of his
ships?
A. Eight B. Six C. Four D. Two

1.B. Portia

2.C. Horse 

3.A. Apple 

4.B. Bassanio 

5.C. Aleppo 

6.D. Two
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Asish Singh, class XI, St

Augustine’s Day School,

Barrackpore interviews 

Dr Kaushik Dutta on the

COVID 19 situation 

1 Is this lockdown 
helping us? 

Social distancing is
seeming to be a success.
Only time can tell the
overall success. 

2 Are doctors 
well equipped with 

protective gear?
Supply of PPEs is not
sufficient. It is very cru-
cial but it is lacking.
Doctors need to be pro-
tected because there is a
high chance of them
catching the virus. 

3 Until how long
would this lock-

down continue?
That depends upon the
government. There are
studies which recom-
mend the lockdown be
extended by another 21
days or 49 days to stop
the spread of the coro-
navirus. 

Our student turns interviewer

Parenting in the time of
corona: CM Kejriwal 

TAKEAWAYS

1
This is an extraordinary situation,

and it is difficult for parents to

make their children understand the

restrictions. There are numerous

questions in the minds of the children.

The parents have to make children

understand how coronavirus spreads,

the need for social distancing and how

we can break the chain.

2
Parents can constructively engage

the children. We need to change

this difficult time into an opportunity. 

3
When you will help people around

you, when you will pay the people

who work for you even if they are on

leave at present, it will have a good

impact on your children. 

4
Children can teach their parents

how to meditate. In fact, medita-

tion can help beat the stress and anxi-

ety of lockdown.  

Over half-an-hour talk, chief minister and the deputy CM of Delhi
answered a variety of queries. Here are quotes to remember 

BAD NEWS: 
The global auto industry of

2020 is witnessing an unprecedented,
near-instantaneous drop in demand 

as potential customers steer 
clear of car lots

Collage by KG students of HolyIndia Foundation School, North Paravur

4 How serious is the 
situation?

The number of tests being
done daily is not sufficient.
States such as Maharashtra,
Kerala and Telangana are
doing good while others
aren’t.

5 Should we wear masks all
the time?

Do wear them while going out,
it’s very important. Maintain
1 metre to 1.5 metre distance
from everyone.
Read the full interview on
wwwtoistudent.com

1 International Children’s Digital Library:
This digital library has over 4,000

historical and contemporary titles in 59
languages. How to access: Visit
www.en.childrenslibrary.org

2Collins Learning brings digital textbooks: For both
primary and middle schools — classes I to VIII.

Digital textbooks for English, Maths and Science
with animations, videos, worksheets. How to
access: Visit harpercollins.co.in/homelearning

3Draw online with Marvel’s Spider-Man
artist: Will Sliney, is providing online

lessons on how to draw your favourite
characters. How to access: Go to Sliney’s
channel on YouTube.

WORLD HEALTH DAY

Keep
Lungs
Healthy

1
Boil fenugreek seeds in water for 5 minutes and have 1-

2 cups daily. It breaks down mucus, which is the best

way to keep lungs free of cold, cough and other ailments. 

2
Go for Pranayama; deep breathing helps us in the

same way by breaking down the mucus and expelling

it from the body. Exercising also makes us breathe heavily

and helps in breaking down mucus. 

3
Boil some water and add a pinch of salt to it. Let it

cool to lukewarm level and gargle with it. 

4
Take steam: If you have a steamer at home, use that,

or just boil water in a big bowl and cover your head

with a towel and take steam from it. The hot air from the

water helps in expelling extra mucus and keeps lungs in

great order.

LUKE COUTINHO, HOLISTIC LIFESTYLE COACH,
HAS 4 EASY TIPS TO KEEP LUNGS HEALTHY: 

COVID-19  WARRIORS



I
t’s never too soon to start. Here are
tips by the New York Film Academy
for writing a film review that people
will want to read...

1. Watch the film.

2. Express your opinions and support your

criticism.3. Consider your audience.4. No

spoilers 5. Re-read, rewrite and edit 6. Find

your voice 

We show you how
SCHOOL OF ROCK

A rock guitarist becomes a substitute

teacher for an elementary school to earn

some money. Sadly all he knows is rock’n’

roll and here begins the fun. The movie

highlights the essence of music to hone

values like hard work, team spirit and

dedication. Watch this one for a

rock-solid performance by

Jack Black and of course,

the kids. 

— Ritika  Kumar
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INDIA and

What:
The United Na-
tions Conference
on Trade and De-

velopment (UNCTAD), the UN trade
and development body has warned
that the world economy will go into
a recession this year due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. The trade report,
however, adds that India and China
are likely to be the exceptions.

How:
Four engines drive In-
dia’s economic
growth - private
consumption, ex-
ports and public
and private in-
vestment. Private
consumption con-

tributes nearly 60% of India’s GDP
and it is domestic demand that has
driven the economy in recent years.
Though it has taken a hit in recent
months, with global trade taking a
hit too due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, domestic demand will now
play an even greater role. If some
companies shift focus from the ex-
port market to make things that In-
dians want and can afford, it may
help bring life to private investment.

The crisis is already help-
ing fire the other engine

of economic growth —
public investment —
as the government
and the Reserve
Bank of India take
measures to keep
the economy
afloat.

1Meet author Paro

Anand at 6.30 pm on

https://www.facebook.c

om/TOIStudent/

2On toistudent.com

participate in the

Wishbox section and

share your views

3Special: How to

know if a WhatsApp

message is real or fake?

Special story for Apr 7

4Watch out: About

the Dalgona coffee

and why it’s a trend in

our edition tommorow

5Quote of the day:

No one is perfect -

that’s why pencils

have erasers...

MIXED BAG

X PLAINED

Meanwhile, China’s
manufacturing rebounded in
March as authorities relaxed

anti-disease controls and allowed
factories to reopen. Global lender

World Bank warned that about 11 million
people could be driven into poverty in
East Asia and the Pacific as a result of

the coronavirus pandemic.

The Indian government has
officially launched an app —

Aarogya Setu (a Sanskrit phrase
meaning 'a bridge of health').

Here’s all about it

 The app functions by using

your phone’s location data and Bluetooth to

assess if you’ve been near a person who was infected by

COVID-19, by looking through a database of known cases.

 It specifies that all your data is on the device in an encrypted

form. Looking at the code, it sends your data to the server in

an anonymised form to check if you're near an infected per-

son. To do that, the app will rely on

BLUETOOTH TO CHECK IF YOU’VE
BEEN WITHIN SIX FEET OF AN

INFECTED PERSON
 Arogya Setu shares your data with the government in case

you’ve been tested positive for coronavirus or have been in

close contact with a person who was tested positive. For what

it’s worth, the app’s privacy policy suggests your data won’t be

shared with third-parties.

 It also has some interesting features such as a chatbot to help you

determine if you may have coronavirus symptoms, rolling updates from

the health ministry, and a list of helpline numbers for each state in India.

Learn five new words from a third 
language of our choice. 

Where to go for this? Give these apps a try! 

1. DUOLINGO
Incredibly well-designed and user-friendly,

Duolingo is a free site that teaches users

languages through reading, writing,

listening, and speaking.

2. LIVEMOCHA
If you want to interact with

native speakers, try

Livemocha, which provides

lessons in more than 

35 languages.

3. BUSUU
Beginners' lessons use flash

cards for learning new words

and phrases, but advanced les-

sons involve writing and answering

questions that will be reviewed by native

speakers on the site.

MONDAY

Get inspired by Sirena
Huang!  

On Ted.com, listen
to violinist

Sirena Huang
give a tech-
nically bril-
liant and
emotionally
nuanced
perform-

ance. In a
charming

interlude, the 11-
year-old praises the

timeless design of her
instrument.

TUESDAY
Work Out Live with Joe Wicks
Where: On YouTube at 9 am (UK

time)

What the UK-based body coach
says... “I am holding LIVE PE les-

sons at 9am Monday to Friday on my

YouTube channel for children of all

ages... For 30 minutes a day, I can

take over and energise the

kids to get active, bounce

around and have fun.

Parents can even join

in with the kids... This

is going to help mil-

lions of children and

parents feel happier

for 30 minutes and

beyond every day.”

Watch a movie with your elders...  

Which one? We have you sorted! Go for any of these. 

1. Up
2009 animated film directed by

Peter Hans Docter 

WWhhyy  wwee  rreeccoommmmeenndd  iitt::  

This film can inspire courage and

hope in all the elderly people who

risk feeling empty and useless. At

any age and perhaps especially as

an elderly person one can have a

lot to offer, especially to the boys,

who need wise, strong, loving

guides.

2. Le Petit Prince (The Little Prince)
A 2015 animated film directed by Mark Osborne

WWhhyy  wwee  rreeccoommmmeenndd  iitt:: Grandparents are often irreplaceable

points of reference for children. This film shows how enrich-

ing it is for older people to keep up with the younger ones

to maintain an active and "sparkling" mind, just as it is

important for kids to listen to those who have a lot to tell.

FRIDAY

THURSDAYWEDNESDAY 
Hear ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’ narrated

by Stephen Fry for free 

A free audiobook version of ‘Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone’,  Book 1 in Harry Potter series has been

made available on the Audible app; in English and several
different languages and the app requires no subscription.

tthhiiss  wweeeekk  yyoouu  ccoouulldd......

Want to write a headline
for any article/story? 
Here are key points to ponder

TO DO 

Use 

simple but powerful

language

Target a

keyword with ‘High

Search Volume’

Make a

bold statement

Include

numbers in your

headline

Ask a

strange or funny

question

Create

a sense of urgency

Leave

an air of mystery

TIP: 1

TIP: 2

TIP: 3

TIP: 4

TIP: 5

TIP: 6

TIP: 7

Tips on how to
write a FILM REVIEW 

HOW

TO

Challenge

for you! 

Send us a 60-

word review for a

film you like and

we shall publish it

on Friday.

Challenge

accepted?

FROM THE
PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Dear principals, do you have a note
to share for your students? Please
send on timesnie175@gmail.com

Remember a headline that made you go wow! Share with us at 
timesnie175@gmail.com or make your own headline and send to us...

we would love reading it...

Arogya Setu
the coronavirus
tracking app!

D
r Deepa Chandran, Senior Pr-
inicipal, Greets Public School,
Ernakulam, has sent this let-

ter to parents to keep wards occupied. 
 Pattern drawing
 Cursive writing practice 
 Learning the spelling of five new
words daily
 Take their help in cooking of
small snacks or salads and juices
Utilise this time to revise math ta-
bles and poems
 Teach them skipping 
 Teach them the scriptures, sto-
ries, anecdotes, value based stories
of your faith.
Read the entire note on www.tois-
tudent.com 

WEB EDITION

HAVE YOU READ? 
Central Board of Secondary

Education(CBSE) has released a

notice based on the queries on pro-

motion policy of classes I to VIII,

classes IX and XI and decision to

conduct exams for Class X, XII. 

Salient features: 
1.No revised date as yet.

2. All decisions would be taken after

consultation with authorities.

Students will be informed 10 days

ahead of the examinations. 

3. Schools affiliated to CBSE to pro-

mote the students of Classes IX and

XI to the classes X and XII respec-

tively, on the basis of school-based

assessments. RReeaadd  tthhee  eennttiirree  ssttoorryy

aatt  wwwwww..ttooiissttuuddeenntt..ccoomm
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The government

announced the cre-

ation of PM-CARES to deal with the

coronavirus outbreak after the

Prime Minister’s office received

“spontaneous and innumerable

requests for making generous dona-

tions to support the government in

the wake of this emergency”.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
PM-CARES FUND AND PMNRF

Trying to be more creative
and productive 
Staying at home and being away 
from friends and school can be gloomy.
But I am taking this lockdown with full
optimism and trying best to cope with
it. I took a personal inventory, and
focused on tasks that I usually don’t
find time for in my busy schedule, 
like, cooking, and enjoying music. 
Our school has also taken a great 
initiative for online studies. I think all
of us should take this lockdown posi-
tively and try to be more creative 
and productive. 

— ANANYA SHARMA, J.M. International

School, Delhi

Difficult at first, but now 
all is well

This lockdown time was a blessing in
disguise. I worked on my lifestyle and
improved upon it. It made me realise

that waking up early and
watching the sunrise is indeed
a surreal experience. At first,
coping was difficult because
after exams all we wanted to do
was to visit the malls. Anyway,
now I have got into a routine
of reading good books and
helping my mom with house-
hold chores. That’s good
too.  
— VANSHIKA ATRI, Class IX

student, Delhi

Netflix, yoga and the
works...  
I kept thinking this lockdown will not
affect me. After all, I can laze around!
Not surprisingly, I was wrong. After a
few days of eating chips and watching
‘Netflix’, I realised that this was

becoming too old too
fast. I started clean-

ing my room and
proceeded to do

yoga! Best deci-
sion.  

GAYATRI HARIDAS,

class X D, DPS East,

Bangalore

Routine has 
changed!
I had plans to execute with friends
and family during vacations and was
heartbroken because those plans fell
flat! But I have learnt to cope. I 

revise last year’s school-
work, play games
and chat with 
family. I also keep 
in touch with 
friends online, learn
new skills. 

— Neha Varadharajan,

Class IX, The Orbis

School, Pune

Self discovery
time for me 

I took a positive approach
being at home and using the time 
for self-reflection.  Since I am avid
reader I read books related to past 
history.  I take up time to call my 
old friends and relatives bring up 
the nostalgia which made me ten 
years younger. 

— CALISTA JAYANTHI, KG Coordinator 

ALG Met’School, Coimbatore

A
Whatsapp forward on fight-
ing coronavirus by having hal-
di-doodh or haldi with warm

water has been doing the rounds.
While turmeric is a natural antibi-
otic with great healing properties,
there is no research linking turmer-
ic’s benefits with protection from coro-
navirus. “No matter how much of

turmeric you have, it’s not a shield
against COVID-19 if you come in con-
tact with an infected person,” informs
obstetrician Dr Puneet Bedi. The best
way to stay safe is by maintaining so-
cial distancing. Meanwhile, enjoy hal-
di-doodh – it’s good for health – but it
can’t save you from corona!

Busting fake news
HALDI-DOODH 

TO FIGHT 
COVID-19? 
NOT TRUE

WHAT:

The fund fulfils the

“need for having a

dedicated national fund with the

primary objective of dealing with

any kind of emergency or distress situation, like posed 

by the Covid-19 pandemic”. It’s a public charitable trust

with the PM as the chairman and Union defence, home 

and finance minister as other members. This fund will

enable micro-donations.

WHY:

The Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF)

established in 1948 entirely with public contribu-

tions, also accepts voluntary contributions from individuals, organisations, trusts,

companies and institutions etc, like what PM-CARES seeks to do.

THE OTHER FUND:

While PM-CARES lists deal-

ing with emergency situa-

tions “like posed by the

Covid-19 pandemic”, the

PMNRF lists providing

relief to “families of those

killed in natural calami-

ties” and bearing the

“expenses for medical

treatment” of needy peo-

ple etc.

THE DIFFERENCE: 

THANKS ... for all the articles you have shared on how to cope with lockdown. Here

are a few. We will post all the articles on www.toistudent.com

Growing like the potted plant
One afternoon, I was sitting near the potted plants

in my balcony and talking to them. A tendril of the
violet pansy curled around my fingers. This experi-
ence was novel. Lockdown suddenly had a meaning –
from being filled with a sense of languor, I felt a
surge of creativity, life and a willingness to bond

with my family, my friends. It was a feel-
ing of growth... 

— Aadrit Banerjee, Class XI/A, Apeejay

School, Park Street 

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Weekend PLANNER 
WE HAVE YOUR SAT/SUN COVERED

READ: James Potter and the Hall of
Elders' Crossing
An unofficial work of fan fiction as fol-
low-up to Harry Potter series. In this
we meet James Sirius Potter (son of
Harry Potter) in his first year at
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry. 

ON OUR FB 

EDITOR’S CHOICE

ACTIVITY 

Watch Ruskin Bond
live at 6:30pm 
on Sunday at

https://www.facebook.c
om/TOIStudent/

How to download: Find the book on
www.goodreads.com then click on
download eBook beneath the book
description.

LISTEN: The Tale of Peter Rabbit by
Beatrix Potter on
www.storyonline.com. The story is nar-
rated by actress Rose Byrne. It is about
a mischievous and disobedient young
Peter Rabbit as he gets into, and is
chased about, the garden of Mr
McGregor.

How to listen: Head to www.story-
online.net and the book is avail-
able under their April Featured
Videos section. 

“Save the planet" is just
an expression of arro-
gance. The planet was
here before we arrive,

and will kick us out if we
don't respect it.
— PAULO COELHO

Covid-19
warriors

The tiny tots of Delhi Public School,

Kollam, Kerala are spreading the

message of breaking the corona chain,

by staying safe at home. 

(From left row wise:  Kalhara (nursery),

Minha Firoz and Ravishankar RS

(preparatory) and Nandita Jayanth of

nursery, Aniruddha V (preschool),

Shreyashankar R S (nursery), Johan

Mithun ( preschool),  Christina Maria

(nursery),  Daksha R (prep),  Meera Arun

(prep), Meera Arun (preparatory),

Martha Stella Begin (prepatatory),

Avnitha Subi (nursery ), Kasa Ambu

(preschool) and  Hanaan Bnd Jissam

(preparatory) 

Have an interesting collage or
video to share? Or have you

and your friends come up with
music to cope with the lock-

down?  Tell us more at 
timesnie175@gmail.com or

log in to www.toistudent.com
to post your articles/ views

online... 

If you could draft a letter to the

honourable PM of India, Shri

Narendra Modi giving him ideas

on how to resolve the recession

issue... what would you write?

Send us a well compiled letter in

not more than 70 words. Do send

your class, school and location

details. Some of your write-ups

will be published Next Week.

Rush in your mails to 

timesnie175@gmail.com

with the subject 

'Letter to 

the PM'

1Watch author Paro Anand

and Nayanika Mahtani on

https://www.facebook.com/

TOIStudent/ 

NEXT WEEK...

2Our ‘Wizard Corner’ on

www.toistudent.com goes to

level two. The ‘How To’ section

will feature new DIYs

3 In The Edition:

Principals tell

you how to cope with

the lockdown

4Also Coming Up: You Ask,

The Author Answers...

interactive QandA session with

popular authors

FOOD FOR THOUGHT MIND TEASERS
TALE OF WUHAN’S

FAVOURITE NOODLES 

T
he reappearance of Wuhan’s
favourite breakfast noodles - hot
dry noodles - is a tasty sign that

life is slowly getting back to normal in the
Chinese city at the epicenter of the global
coronavirus outbreak.

What is 'hot dry noodles'?
These noodles, also known as 'reganmian',
is a favourite snack, usually sold from carts
or in small restaurants. The noodles is as
much a trademark of Wuhan as deep-dish
pizza is for Chicago or spaghetti is for
Rome.

People in the virus-hit city are now
flocking to carts to get their dry noodles - it
is a sign of how we humans have a strong
desire to enjoy the  familiar ‘taste and
smells’ post a calamity and the like. 

ORIGIN OF WORDS

1bedlam: means a state of uproar and
confusion

Origin: from an asylum called Hospital of
St Mary of Bethlehem 

2 jersey: a knitted material or a
sweater made from it

Origin: originally made in Jersey, one of
the Channel Islands

3 jovial: joyous and good 
humoured

Origin: people born under the influence of
the planet Jupiter (Jove) are said to be of
happy disposition

4 sandwich: two slices (originally of
bread) with a filling in between

Origin: The Earl of Sandwich had a meal
prepared in this way to avoid interrupting
a game of cards

5 vandal: a person who damages beau-
tiful things

Origin: The Vandals were a race of people
who caused great destruction in Europe
about 1,500 years ago

ANSWERS: 1. a) elicit, b) illicit; 2. a) complement, 

b) compliment; 3. a) ingenuous, b) ingenious; 

4. a) illegible, b) eligible

What’s the right word?

Given below are four pairs of words and five pair
of sentences. In each case, choose the appropri-
ate word for each of the sentences.
1. illicit / elicit
a) The detective tried to ……………………… fur-

ther information from the witness.
b) The ………………….. possession of guns was

his crime.
2. complement/compliment
a) Our full…………………..of staff will be available

next week.
b) We must …………………. her on her efficiency.
3. ingenious/ingenuous
a) Mary is ……………………. in spite of her out-

ward show of sophistication.
b) That is a most ……………….creation.
4. eligible/illegible
a) Correction becomes difficult when children’s

writing is ………………. .
b) She was not ……………….. to compete because

she was too old.

Restarted old hobbies, taught life hacks to my daughter
I start my day with a walk around the house and some yoga with our fami-
ly. Apart from some work from home activities, I make it a point to spend
quality time with family. Interestingly, I tried some different recipes
which was fun. I have also restarted certain hobbies which I didn’t find
time for earlier. Taught few things to my daughter, including life hacks
like cooking which I couldn’t do due to a busy schedule. 

— T. Mahalakshmi, Librarian, National Model Senior Secondary School

RESHMA PARVEZ, teacher, 

Delhi Public School Whitefield, Bengaluru

STAY 

HOME 
STAY 

SAFE



1Meet author Anushka

Ravishankar today live on

https://www.facebook.com/

TOIStudent/
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BRACKISH
Something that is brackish

is unpleasant and harsh. 

As an adjective brackish

has roots in the Dutch word

brac, meaning salty, and the

word is used literally to

describe water that is salty.

Word Of The Day

I recommend

SHILPA SHETTY
KUNDRA
Ever since the lockdown,
actress Shilpa Shetty
Kundra has found new
ways to engage with her
eight-year-old son Viaan
Raj Kundra. The mother
of two took to Facebook to guide moms
and gave them tips on how to keep their
kids busy and happy.

DISHA PATANI 
Disha Patani, who was last seen in the
movie, ‘Malang’, has taken to the world of
TikTok, along with her friend, Krishna
Shroff. In the video shared by Disha on
her TikTok account, they are seen in their
pyjamas, wearing red bindis and enacting
a dialogue. 

KARTHIK AARYAN 
Sporting a white T-shirt and a beanie cap,
Karthik said he likes to de-
stress by cleaning
utensils. He cap-
tioned his pic on
social media -
“Kahaani Ghar
Ghar Ki…”

CELEB COPING 

How are you
helping around the

house? Share on
timesnie175@gmail

.com   

A
coronavirus-free tropical
island nestled in the
northern Pacific may

seem the perfect place to ride
out a pandemic — but residents
on Palau say life right now is far
from idyllic.
The microstate of 18,000 peo-
ple is among a dwindling number

of places on Earth that still
report zero cases of COVID-19 as
figures mount daily elsewhere.
The disparate group also
includes Samoa, Turkmenistan,
North Korea and bases on the
frozen continent of Antarctica.  
Read more on
www.toistudent.com.

HOW PALAU REMAINED UNAFFECTED?
A dot in the ocean hundreds of kilometres from its nearest neigh-
bours, Palau is surrounded by the vSast Pacific, which has acted as a
buffer against the virus.

GO FIGURE

Place the four numbers in the first, third, fifth, and 
seventh boxes and whichever operators you want to use
in the second, fourth, and sixth boxes in the correct
order to get the answer. Use the numbers only once. 

× + −

5 + 8 - 6 - 5 = 2

2

15

11

=
5 5 6

=MEDIUM

=

The operators:

Easy

Medium

Hard

SOLUTIONS:

HARD

√
EASY

8

2 2 3 7

3 5 5 8

7 x 2 + 3 - 2 = 15

8 + 3 x 5 / 5 = 11

TIPS FOR SOLVING 
MATHS PROBLEMS
1

PRACTICE,
PRACTICE & MORE
PRACTICE: It is

impossible to study
maths properly by just
reading and listening. To
study maths you have to
roll up your sleeves and
actually solve some
problems.  The more you
practice answering
maths problems, the bet-
ter. Each problem has its
own characteristics and
it’s important to have
solved it in numerous
ways before tackling the
exam. There is no escap-
ing this reality. 

2
REVIEW ERRORS: When you’re practising with problems,
it’s important to work through the process for each solu-
tion. If you have made any mistakes, you should review

them and understand where your problem skills let you down.
Understanding how you approached the problem is important.

3
MASTER THE KEY
CONCEPTS: Do not
try to memorise the

processes. This is count-
er-productive. It is much
better and rewarding in
the long-run to focus on
understanding the process
and logic that is involved.
This will help you under-
stand how you should
approach such problems
in the future.

4
UNDERSTAND YOUR
DOUBTS: Sometimes you
can get stuck trying to

solve part of a maths problem
and find it difficult to move on
to the next stage.  It’s common
for many students to skip this
question and continue on to
the next. You should avoid
doing this and instead spend
time trying to understand the
process of solving the problem. 

3Ways To Get A
NEW HOBBY

WHAT IS A HOBBY?
Hobbies are simply anything you do

that’s for fun. You aren’t getting

paid to do it, it’s something you like

to do with your free time that helps

you decompress and connect with

other people.

WHY HOBBIES ARE
IMPORTANT

Hobbies often provide a creative out-

let that you might not get in your

everyday life. They allow you to do

something that’s just for you, that

can help you forget your daily prob-

lems, unwind after a hard day and

give you a lot of pleasure. If you can

find like-minded connect with them

digitally. It is a great way to meet

new people and experience new

adventures, whether that’s taking on

a new hobby online or attending an

e-knitting convention.

1. ENJOY SOMETHING? TRANSFORM
THAT INTO A HOBBY: Even if you don’t

have something that you can call a

hobby, there’s definitely some activity

that you enjoy. There are chances that

this can be converted into a hobby!

According to an expert even things like

‘eating’ and ‘watching sports’ could

easily be turned into hobbies such as

‘taking cooking classes’ or ‘joining a

softball team.’”

2. GO BACK TO YOUR CHILDHOOD
INTERESTS: Think about the hobbies

you used to enjoy before.  Did you

spend hours finger-painting master-

pieces to hang on the fridge? If so, you

might want to explore taking an art

class. Were you constantly getting

dressed in costume and putting on

shows for your friends? Then maybe you

can check out a local acting troupe. 

3. TAKE AN ASSESSMENT: People

tend to enjoy hobbies that appeal to

their own unique strengths, interests,

and personality characteristics. Start

thinking on these lines.

HAVE A TIP TO SHARE? 
SHARE ON

www.toistudent.com DISNEY PLUS TO
BE LAUNCHED

ON APRIL 3

D
isney Plus, the much awaited

video streaming service from

The Walt Disney Company, will

launch in India on April 3rd, via Hotstar.

Earlier, the service was supposed to

launch on March 29th, along with the

Indian Premier League (IPL). 

WHAT CAN YOU WATCH? 
Entire Marvel Cinematic Universe and

the superheroes movies like ‘The

Avengers’, ‘Iron Man’ etc along with

recent Bollywood releases including

‘Panga’, ‘Tanhaji’ and more. 

Disney+ Hotstar Premium subscribers:

English language content and 29

Disney+ Originals, including ‘The

Mandalorian’, ‘High School Musical’, and

‘Lady and the Tramp’, as well as the lat-

est American shows from studios like

HBO, Fox and Showtime. 

2Board Exams

re-schedule:

All you need to

know. 

3Join the debate -

Is Vaughan The

Greatest England

Captain?  

4” It’s Time To Heal

Yourself” says

Shruti Padhye, Blue

Ridge School, Pune

5Have issues

regarding website

log in? Write to us at

timesnie175@gmail.com

Have a recommendation?
Please send at 

timesnie175@gmail.com

Have you watched

‘The Muppet Movie’

from 1979? Directed

by James Frawley, the

muppets truly are

adorable. It’s a

perfect start to your

pop cultural

education. 

- Shweta Sinha,

teacher, Shiv Nadar School, 

Noida

WORLD’S LAST 
virus-free  corners

Can You Take Them 
To The Vet? 
You absolutely can – vets and animal wel-

fare services have been deemed as essen-

tial services during the lockdown period.

You’ll find vets operating with a one in,

one out policy, and you might have to

wait outside nervously for your turn.

But if your pet needs serious atten-

tion, do visit.  

Can They Pass On
COVID-19
There is no evidence to suggest

that companion animals, such as

cats and dogs, can infect humans

with Covid-19. If you haven’t test-

ed positive or been asked to self-

isolate, then continue to interact

with your pets as normal but adopt

good hygiene practices including

washing hands thoroughly with soap 

and water for at least 20 seconds before

and after touching them, their food, 

toys and bedding. 

Can I walk my pet?
Yes. You are allowed to take your pets

for walks, but the advice is to keep

things as local as you can. The local

police will not encourage people to drive

somewhere to walk their dogs. If it’s for exer-

cise, that’s OK.? HAVE A PET- RELATED QUERY?

SEND AT TIMESNIE175@GMAIL.COM 

How to care for your 
PETS during LOCKDOWN

‘People For Animals’ volunteers in Odisha

recently fed stray cows, dogs and birds in

Sailashree Vihar, Bhubaneswar. As the

state capital is in lockdown mode to

stop further spreading of coron-

avirus infection, stray animals find

it difficult to fetch food.

Volunteers also went to

Khandagiri and fed starving lan-

gurs bananas and peanuts.

Do You Know Of Other

Volunteers Who Are Doing This?

Life On Paws! Here's some good news...
‘People For Animals’ volunteers feed

stray animals during lockdown



1New serological

diagnostic testing

kits likely in 2 months:

ICMR

2COVID-19: Jos

Buttler auctions

World Cup final shirt

for hospital appeal.

36.5 magnitude

quake hits US

state of Idaho.

4Police: Action

against those

spreading rumours in

the guise of Fools Day 

5Read all this and

more at

www.toistudent.com.

Log in to register now! 

NEWS TICKER

What's Your Take On It? Send us your response at
toinie175@gmail.com and get featured on this whatsapp edition

QUIZ TIME
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What is one

theory for the origin

of April Fools' D
ay?

1. There was a superstitio
n about babies

born on April 1,
 being a littl

e dim

2. A change to the calendar caused

confusion in France.

3. King George III w
as born April 1,

 and

people thought he was stupid.

Ans: 2

The calendarconfusion came from?1. April was added to the year in the
1500s, and not everyone knew.2. No one knew how to read a calendar.

3. French people celebrated the new
year based on the Julian, notGregorian, calendar.

ans: 3

Ancient Romans

celebrated the

holiday of Hilaria in

late March. What was

one of the fun things

they did?

1. Stole fish from mongers

2. Grafittie
d the Colosseum

3. Wore costumes

Ans: 3

What didthe Scottishtraditionally call AprilFools' Day?
1. Haggis and Bagpipe Day

2. Full Day
3. Huntigowk Day

Ans: 3

DID YOU KNOW
What Is An Anti Prank?
When you are not pranking

but you let the other per-

son believe that you are!

Send us a story on:

How You Learnt To
Cope With Lock Down
in about 100 words. The

best story gets published

on Friday! 

Send at

timesnie175@gmail.com with

the subject: WhatsApp Edition

Activity Center

Here are some tips, backed

by research, for forming

new healthy habits.

STACK YOUR HABITS
The best way to form a new habit is

to tie it to an existing habit, ex-
perts say. Look for pat-

terns in your day

and think about how you can use existing
habits to create new, positive ones.

START SMALL
BJ Fogg, a Stanford University re-

searcher and the author of the book ‘Tiny
Habits,’ notes that big behaviour changes
require a high level of motivation that often
can't be sustained. He suggests starting with
tiny habits to make the new habit as easy as
possible in the beginning. Taking a daily
short walk, for example, could be the be-
ginning of an exercise habit. Or, putting an
apple in your bag every day could lead to
better eating habits.

DO IT EVERY DAY
British researchers

studied how people
form habits in the

real world, ask-
ing partici-

pants to

choose a simple habit
they wanted to form,
like drinking water at
lunch or taking a walk be-
fore dinner. The lesson is
that habits take a long time to
create, but they form faster when
we do them more often, so start with some-
thing reasonable that is really easy to do.

MAKE IT EASY
Habit researchers know we are more

likely to form new habits when we clear away
the obstacles that stand in our way. Packing
your gym bag and leaving it by the door is

one example of
this. Wendy
Wood, a re-
search psy-
chologist
at the Uni-
versity of
Souther n
California,

said she began sleep-
ing in her running

clothes to make it eas-
ier to roll out of bed in

the morning, slip on her
running shoes and run.

Choosing an exercise that does-
n't require you to leave the house - like

situps or jumping jacks - is another way to
form an easy exercise habit.

TRY TO FIND AN EMOTIONAL CONNECTION

1
Climate change might sound like numbers on a

thermometer, hard to feel emotional about,

but it affects us all. From the terrifying fires in

Australia to the cherry blossoms blooming out of

season in Japan one year due to the unseasonable

weather, there are examples worldwide. Making a

connection that readers can empathise with so

as to make the story feel more meaningful and

relevant. For an example closer to home —

think of the very cold winter North India just

went through or predict how early rains will

affect crop yield and thus the lives of farm-

ers.

RESEARCH CLIMATE
CHANGE SCIENTIFICALLY

2
There are many great

sources online that show how

humans have affected climate

and how climate change has affect-

ed the planet. Many scientists

explain how it will adversely affect

the future as well and these are the

credible sources one has to explore.

The best stories are realistic and only

good research can achieve that.

LOOK UP CLIMATE
CONTROL
3Many technologies

have been proposed on

controlling the weath-

er. This can add all

sorts of governmental

and military angles to

the plot of the story.

Read more on

www.toistudent.com

We’re
all creatures of
habit. We tend to wake
up at the same time each day,
brush our teeth, have morning
breakfast and commute to school, fol-
lowing the same patterns every day. So why
is it so hard to form new healthy habits?
Behavioural scientists who study habit formation
say that many of us try to create healthy habits the
wrong way. We make bold resolutions to start exercis-
ing or lose weight, for example, without taking the steps
needed to set ourselves up for success.

How to build Healthy Habits

Here are some tips on how to write a good climate fiction:

Have You Registered On The

Website Yet?

Log in to

www.toistudent.com
and click on register to continue

Cli-fi is an abbreviation of climate fiction, one
that hearkens to its science fiction roots. But as we have

reached a climate crisis in the real world, it's become an equally relevant
genre. Climate fiction is literature that deals with the changes in climate and
global warming. It's almost as old as science fiction, though as more light is

shed on the real world climate crisis, the stories have grown to be more
apocalyptic or dystopian in theme

I recommend

Saw ‘Billy Elliot’, a
touching movie
last night. It is
about a boy
wanting to become
a ballet dancer
and the reaction
all round.

- Nalini Sengupta,

principal,

Vidya Valley,

Pune

What is the

French term for "April

Fools' Day"?

1. <i>Imbecile d'Avril</i>

2. <i>Poisson d'Avril</i>

3. <i>Feu d'Avril</i>

Ans: 2

Some argue that the
calendar interpretation isn't

true. Why?
1. because legal recognition of the Julian new year

was during Easter, not April 1

2. because the French traditionally celebrated
the new year on Jan.

3. Both

Ans: 3

If you have a recommendation, please send at
timesnie175@gmail.com



n CREATE A PROPER
LEARNING SPACE
Younger kids might not have
their own room but that
doesn't mean parents cannot
create a learning space for
hem to make them feel like
they are in home-school.

If your child already has
a study desk, make it more
organised as that is where
your child will spend the ma-
jority of his/her daily time.
When your child is studying
in his learning space, he or
she should know that the
area is meant only for study-
ing. This strict association
of learning spaces being only
for studying can be built dur-
ing the Coronavirus lock-
down and will come handy
even in the future.

n DON'T SPOON-FEED
YOUR CHILDREN
Since parents are not trained
teachers (most of the time),
they might not
have the pa-
tience to
teach chil-
dren at
home the
right way.

Often, to save time, parents
solve the answers in their
children’s notebooks and ask
the kids to learn. But this
doesn't teach them anything.
So, don’t take the fun out of
learning!

n FOLLOW THE 
PRESCRIBED 
CURRICULUM IN
SCHOOL
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Dancing the
Charleston
by Jacqueline Wilson

nNo one brings the past to life
quite like the legendary Jacque-
line Wilson and trust us, you’ll
be dancing your way through
her latest dazzling historical ad-
venture. Mona lives with her
aunt – a dressmaker to the lady
of the house – in a little cot-
tage on the
edge of
the grand
Somerset
E s t a t e .
When Lady
S o m e r s e t
passes away
and a new
member of
the family in-
herits the
house, things
c h a n g e
overnight for

Mona. Suddenly, she's spun into
a world of beautiful balls, deca-
dence, dancing… and secrets..

Little Badman and
the Invasion of the
Killer Aunties
by Humza Arshad &

Henry White
nThink James Bond in an
alternate rapping reality
where almost everyone
and everything is
bonkers! HumzaKhan is
the greatest 11-year-old
rapper Eggington has
ever known. He has big
plans for his future,
but ther’'s just a teeny
issue standing in the
way between him and
superstardom at the
mo; all his teachers
are disappearing

and everyone's aunties
are taking over. Before
he knows it, the aunties
are taking over
Humza’s music, too -
which means now it's
OFFICIALLY person-
al! It's up to Humza
and his friends to dig
deeper and hunt for
the truth behind
these killer aunties.

With its
carefully built com-

plex narrative, Spike
Lee’s is a visceral movie
about race in America
that lends itself to new
interpretations every
time you watch it.

‘Citizen
Kane’ isn’t just
essential viewing
because critics often
agree it’s the best
movie of all time. It’s a
timeless story of greed
and power.

‘Boyhood,’
another Linklater

film, was filmed over a
period of 11 years to
capture the life of a
character growing up –
his challenges, hopes
and dreams. 

IMPACT OF PANDEMIC
FAR BEYOND
PHYSICAL HEALTH
Unlike anything in living
memory, Covid-19 has up-
ended people's lives and
stolen away old certainties.
When a pandemic happens,
the impact goes far beyond
physical health. Divya Dure-
ja, counselling psychologist,
LGBT activist and TEDx
speaker, sums up the story of
a troubling 2020 so far: “On
any given day, all of us wish
to stay at home but now, since
we have been asked to not go
to work, we feel shackled.” A
pandemic’s effect on mental
health, even among those un-
affected by it, could be bigger,
doctors suggest. Anxiety, de-
pression and fear are some of
the most common symptoms
that require attention, says
Dr Nimesh Desai, director of
the Institute of Human Be-
haviour and Allied Sciences.
“For the generation in exis-
tence, this is the first such ex-
perience of a global pan-
demic. But it's important to
take it well. Those who are
able- bodied or able-minded
have a responsibility to sup-
port the vulnerable ones, for
example elderly, children,
pregnant women and people
with disability among oth-
ers,” he says. “The virus is
omnipresent in our minds,”

adds psychiatrist Praveen
Tripathy. “Through overex-
posure to information, we are
getting to see a lot of aggra-
vated mental health cases.”

CUT OUT NEWS 
OVERLOAD

Among the counsel offered
by mental-health profes-
sionals is, “To not let your-
self be swamped with infor-
mation. Stick to just one
source of information; if you
read a particular paper, read

that each day to stay in-
formed. If you watch a chan-
nel, log on to that,” advises
Dr Tripathy. “People are
sharing messages about  tak-
ing scheduled drugs as self-
medication – this is very
damaging not just for men-
tal well-being but for physi-
cal health too," he adds.
“Now is a great time to do
some deep cleaning of your
house, read books, get some
exercise, organise your be-
longings at home. Do things
that you never have time for,”
advises Goyal.

CORONANXIETY:
Focus on MENTAL HEALTHCARE

1Meet author

Neha Singh

live today at 6 30 pm on

https:\\www.facebook.com\TOIStudent

2 Start-up builds

useful hi-tech

camera to discover

COVID-19 cases

3How can we

measure

intelligence? Find

out here and now

4Remote learning

tips – find out all

about it and how to

do it the right way

5Websites and

apps to read

Ebooks. Check and

learn – it’s informative

WHAT’S HOT ON WEB

n Make a daily routine for
your kids
When children go to school, the majority of

their time is spent in a proper schedule. 

During this Coronavirus lockdown, kids are

unable to maintain a routine in their daily

lives as they don’t have to go to school. As a

number one homeschooling tip, parents

should ensure that they sit down with their

kids and create their own routine to follow at

home. A proper routine helps a child’s body

clock adjust in a manner that their eating,

sleeping, learning and playing times remain

fixed. It’s best if children are kept calm by

creating an environment where

they can follow the

same pat-

tern

when

they did

were going to

school. 

Homeschooling tips for

parents to teach kids at home5

If the child gets
bored with the

routine, change it in
a week again!

The learning space should be away
from the TV and video games and
you should keep mobiles away from
there. Also, don't let your child eat
at the study desk.

Parents can coordinate with other
parents of their child’s classmates
at school to better understand how
others are homeschooling their
children and which topics from
which subjects they are tackling
and teaching first.

Given the current scenario, it has
become important to clean and 

disinfect your phones regularly. But,
you cannot use the same soap you use

to clean your hands to clean your
phones. Apple, recently, stated that

their phones can be cleaned with 
simple disinfectant wipes but there

are a lot of cleaning agents you need
to stay clear of

TECH TONIC

4 TIPS TO
DISINFECT

YOUR CELL-
PHONE

m Sand, lint and dust gets collected on the
crevices of the phone. Use duct tape to get rid
of all the dust; stick the tape over the ports
and speakers and gently roll away. 

USE TAPE TO CLEAN SAND AND LINT

m While it’s important to keep your phone 
disinfected, some cleaning agents like cleansers
for clothes should never be used as they are
harsh and can damage phones. 

DON’T USE SOAPS TO CLEAN 

m It is not advisable to use household cleaning
products on your phone. They strip the phone of
protective coatings that protect it from the
damage caused by oil and water. 

WINDOW OR KITCHEN CLEANERS

m They seem to be the go-to for all kinds of
cleaning, but using paper towels for cleaning
phones can leave bits and pieces of paper
on them and lead to scratches.

PAPER TOWELS

Artemis Fowl
by Eoin Colfer

n If you’re looking for-
ward to catching the
highly-anticipated
Artemis Fowl film in
cinemas in 2020, then
why not dive into the
explosive misadven-
ture that inspired it.
You see, Artemis is a
criminal genius and
he’s just discovered
that fairies are real.
Oh, but wipe images of
cuddly, Peter Pan-style
bedtime story genre
from your mind,
because this lot is any-
thing but that. They
are armed. They are
dangerous. And when
Artemis captures Cap-
tain Holly Short for
her fairy gold, he
meets the wrong elf.
These fairies fight
back as Artemis will
learn. What follows is
a great fight which is
very engaging to read
and know about.

you must read
this week

Do you have a suggestion? Write into us at toinie175@gmail.com under the subject

‘WHATSAPP EDITION’

3BOOKS

Parents need to allow children to
come up with solutions on their
own and struggle with textbook
problems to develop critical 
thinking skills.

FEEL STRONGLY ABOUT WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND,

VOICE IT HERE

Is postponing Olympics a
right decision?

ACTION-REACTION

n Boxing legend Mary Kom has welcomed International

Olympic Committee’s (IOC) “right decision” to postpone

the 2020 Tokyo Olympics due to the

coronavirus outbreak. Mary, a six-time

world champion and London 2012 bronze

medallist, took to Twitter and said:

“Excellent and right decision.” For the first

time in the history of the mega event, the

Olympics are being postponed by a year.

The decision was confirmed by the

IOC after the organising body for

the event and Japan’s Prime

Minister Shinzo Abe agreed to

reschedule the Games in

view of the COVID-19

pandemic. 

What's Your Take On It? Send us your response at
toinie175@gmail.com and get featured on this whatsapp edition

3 MOVIES TO WATCH THIS WEEK 

DO THE RIGHT THINGS 

CITIZEN KANE 

BOYHOOD

WEB EDITION


